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Marlborough Town Council 

Planning Committee 
Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee which was held Monday, 21 February 

2022 in the Court Room, Marlborough Town Hall at 7pm 
 
PRESENT Councillor Nicholas Fogg Chairman 
 Councillor Mark Cooper Town Mayor (ex officio) 
 Councillor Noel Barrett-Morton 
 Councillor Mervyn Hall 
 Councillor Jo Waltham 
 Councillor Caroline Thomas 
ALSO 
PRESENT Richard Spencer-Williams Town Clerk 
 Dawn Whitehall Administrator 
 Rebecca Davies North Wessex Downs AONB 
 Neil Goodwin Marlborough.News 
 Plus 1 member of the public 

 
DARK SKIES – GOOD LIGHTING GUIDANCE 
Rebecca Davies, Landscape and Planning Officer for North Wessex Downs Area of 
Outstanding Natural Beauty (NWD AONB) gave a presentation1 explaining that dark 
skies were one of the defining characteristics of the area.  The NWD AONB 
Management Plan 2019-2024 included protection for dark skies and policies to 
minimise light pollution.  These included avoiding and reducing light pollution and 
including control of lighting schemes or other developments that threaten the 
integrity of dark night skies over the North Wessex Downs.   
 
The Chairman thanked her for giving up her time to attend the meeting.  He noted 
that Members could consider the impact on dark skies when commenting on 
planning applications as well as refer relevant applications to NWD as potential 
consultees or for informal advice.   

 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
Christina Goble, Resident: asked how plans were progressing to extend cycle routes 
into town, to improve safety for cyclists on busy roads such as the A4 and to install 
more cycle racks, particularly in The Parade. 
 

 
1 (Available online at https://www.northwessexdowns.org.uk/wp-
content/uploads/2021/11/Lighting_Guide_07-05_MEDRES.pdf ) 

 

https://www.northwessexdowns.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Lighting_Guide_07-05_MEDRES.pdf
https://www.northwessexdowns.org.uk/wp-content/uploads/2021/11/Lighting_Guide_07-05_MEDRES.pdf
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The Chairman thanked her for her question and invited her to send a more detailed 
email with specific suggestions for Councillors to consider.  With a traffic survey of 
the town being discussed, he would welcome a pedestrian and cyclist survey as well.   
Other comments included that plans were in place to link the cycle path (old railway 
line) to the Business Park; and that Wiltshire Council Highways would be the body to 
take any decisions, e.g. introducing a cycle lane.  It was encouraging that revisions to 
the Community Area Transport Group should lead to increased budget and focus for 
foot and cycle paths 

 
403/21 APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Ross, Farrell, Heath, Allen, 
Cleasby and Sheppard. 

 
404/21 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

With only five voting Members present the meeting was not quorate.  The Chairman 
asked that the agenda items be moved to the next meeting where possible.  
 
Members took the opportunity to hold informal discussions about agenda items: 
 
• Item 10 – Speed Indicator Device Data Report.  Location for the data: 10-

23 December: The Green and 12 January-4 February: George Lane 
• That where possible planning applications could be rolled to the next 

meeting.  (Members are reminded that they can comment as individuals on 
applications using the ‘comment’ field on the planning portal) 

• Action Log update: Cllr Thomas – positive meeting with Atkins; will get a brief 
from Wiltshire Council to provide a costed proposal to do a survey – this will be 
data collection.  Data will allow modelling e.g., look at junctions etc to improve 
traffic flow.  Cost £5-10K?  Will be via cameras at 5 or 6 roads into town, facing 
different directions 

• Whether items for decision could go to FTC agenda for approval/onward to CATG. 
• CATG: Cllr Thomas: Port Hill pedestrian crossing: unlikely to reach 50/h pedestrian 

footfall (criteria for formal crossing) – perhaps should aim for improved informal 
crossing markings etc instead?  Cllr Waltham: will traffic coming up the hill see it 
in time?  Safety issue?   

• MANP: detailed technical questions have been received from Examiner, Steering 
Group sent a written response 

 
The meeting closed at 7.44 pm 

 
 
 
 
Signed: ……………………………………………………………………….. Date: ……………………………………… 
 Chairman 
 


