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Marlborough Town Council 

Full Town Council 
 

Minutes of a meeting of Marlborough Town Council held Monday, 13 December 2021 
in the Court Room, Marlborough Town Hall at 7pm 

 
PRESENT Councillor Mark Cooper Town Mayor 
 Councillor Nicholas Fogg 
 Councillor Andrew Ross 
 Councillor Noel Barrett-Morton 
 Councillor Mervyn Hall 
 Councillor Donald Heath 
 Councillor Vanessa Hillier 
 Councillor Jo Waltham 
 Councillor Richard Allen 
 Councillor Kymee Cleasby 
 Councillor Jane Davies 
 Councillor Caroline Thomas 
 Councillor Mark Luson 
ALSO 
PRESENT Richard Spencer-Williams Town Clerk 
 Dawn Whitehall Administrator 
 Clare Harris Assistant Town Clerk 
 Fr. John Blacker Mayor’s Chaplain 
 Sgt. Cole and PC Johnson Wiltshire Police 
 Neil Goodwin Marlborough.News 
 Plus 14 members of the public 
 

 
PRAYERS 
Fr. Blacker opened the meeting with prayers. 
 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
There were no questions. 
 
CRIME AND DISORDER 
Sgt. Gareth Cole introduced himself as the new sergeant for the Marlborough area; 
he had been in post for 6-7 weeks.  He and PC Johnson answered questions about 
anti-social behaviour and county lines.  Topics covered included: 
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• The skatepark lighting was contributing to families and children re-claiming the 
Recreation Ground with a marked decrease in reports of anti-social behaviour 
in the area.   

• There had been no recent reports of anti-social behaviour at The Acres. 
• Sgt. Cole was not aware of any presence of County Lines gangs in 

Marlborough. 
• Sgt. Cole reminded Councillors and the public that it was important to keep 

reporting any issues.  The areas covered by patrols were guided by the reports.  
• Reports could be made by calling 101.  People could also report anonymously 

via Crimestoppers or online. 
 
QUESTIONS TO AND FROM WILTSHIRE COUNCILLORS 
Councillor Davies had taken preliminary steps to call in a planning application for a 
development in Cross Lane to be discussed at the Eastern Area Planning Committee. 
 
Councillor Thomas:  

• Wiltshire Councillors were working with the Area Board towards gaining 
funding for a youth worker to cover the Marlborough area.  She was confident 
that funding would be granted for the first year, but to secure it an existing 
body would be required to sponsor the request to the Area Board.  The Town 
Council was the obvious body, or perhaps via Councillor Farrell’s Youth Club. 

• Still pursuing information from Housing Associations about empty properties; 
as yet no joint meeting had been forthcoming although the Leader of the 
Council was aware of the request.  Councillor Cleasby proposed that via the 
Town Clerk a Freedom of Information request should be made to ask for the 
details of the contract between Wiltshire Council and Aster Group at the time 
that the houses were sold. 

 
331/21 APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Loosmore, Farrell and 
Sheppard. 

 
332/21 DECLARATIONS 
 There were no declarations. 
 
333/21 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Mayor welcomed Councillor Mark Luson to his first meeting. 
 
Members were reminded that there would be an extra-ordinary Full Town Council 
meeting on 4 January 2022 to agree the budget and precept for 2022-23 and he 
urged everyone to attend. 
 
Thanks were given to Marlborough College for a beautiful Carol Service on Friday, 
10 December where Councillors had been made very welcome at the event, which 
the Mayor considered to be one of the highlights of the year. 
 
Finally, the Mayor took the opportunity to wish Councillors and members of the 
public a very happy Christmas, and thanked everyone for their support.   
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334/21 MINUTES 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meetings held 1st, 22nd and 29th November 2021 
were approved as true records and signed by the Town Mayor 

 
335/21 ACTION LOG 
 The updated Action Log was noted. 
 
336/21 REQUEST FOR TRAINING AREA 

Councillors noted the Town Clerk’s report and considered recommendations from the 
Common Working Party to support a request for a new training area at Marlborough 
Common for youth players at Marlborough Rugby Football Club (MRFC) and 
Marlborough Youth Football Club (MYFC).  Discussion points included: 
 
The Mayor thanked members of MRFC and MYFC for their assistance in clarifying the 
detailed requirements; members of Transition Marlborough for their offer to help 
develop biodiversity at Marlborough Common, and Councillor Fogg and members of 
the working party for all the hard work that had brought this proposal to a stage 
where the Town Council could make a decision. 
 
Councillor Fogg summarised the Working Party’s recommendations: 
• That the Town Council had agreed an allocation of £9,000 from expected 

developer s106 Community Infrastructure Levy funds1 towards the project 
• That the ‘Frees Avenue’ site was recommended because it would have the least 

impact on Marlborough Common and its users, allowing maximum access to 
others for example Marlborough Model Flying Club and dog walkers 

• It was interesting to note from the Botanical Survey that flora and fauna could 
flourish in unlikely places and its conclusions were recommended in full.  The 
Working Party would be interested in developing a policy to maximise 
biodiversity. 

• The Working Party would not be disbanded; it would continue to take an overall 
view of the Common to ensure that all its users would get maximum benefit 

Councillor Fogg recommended the report to Councillors. 
 

Councillor Hall, seconded by Councillor Heath, proposed that Members approve all 
seven points of the recommended proposal as written: 
 
“To support the MRFC and MYFC request for a training area at the Frees Avenue site 
subject to: 
a) That all the ‘Habitat Enhancements’ as stated in the ecology report are adhered to 

and carried out by MTC 
b) That other than the £9,000 s106 allocation, MRFC and MYFC should pick up the 

remaining costs of the projected costs and financial risk of the construction phase 
of the project 

c) The project itself (construction) would be the responsibility of MRFC and MYFC 

 
1 https://www.gov.uk/guidance/community-infrastructure-levy  

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/community-infrastructure-levy
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d) The management and maintenance of any new area would be jointly shared 
between MRFC, MYFC and MTC as appropriate 

e) That a ‘Memorandum of Understanding’ or ‘Agreement’ between Marlborough 
Town Council, MRFC and MYFC to the satisfaction of all parties stated, should be 
drawn up as a prerequisite of the MTC support for the Training Area prior to 
commencement of any proposed works, and that in this the needs of other 
Common users should be accounted for, and a reasonable timeframe for which 
the works should be completed 

f) That MTC should approach the Planning Inspectorate under section 38 of the 
Commons Act 2006 as ‘landlords’ of the Common for approval, and MRFC and 
MYFC should be required to apply to Wiltshire Council for Planning Consent for 
their project 

g) That MRFC/MYFC should be required to supply a project and site management 
plan prior to commencement of any works including a timeline, and overall risk 
assessment” 

 
After clarifying some points, Councillor Thomas suggested two amendments which 
were discussed and accepted by Councillor Hall as: 
Point (a): “That all the ‘Habitat Enhancements’ as stated in the ecology report are 
adhered to and carried out by MTC in conjunction with MRFC and MYFC” 
Point (d): “The management and maintenance of any new area would be jointly 
shared between MRFC, MYFC and MTC as appropriate in line with current practice” 
 
RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council supports the Marlborough Rugby 
Football Club and Marlborough Youth Football Club’s request for a training area at 
the Frees Avenue site of Marlborough Common subject to: 
a) That all the ‘Habitat Enhancements’ as stated in the ecology report are adhered to 

and carried out by Marlborough Town Council in conjunction with Marlborough 
Rugby Football Club and Marlborough Youth Football Club 

b) That other than the £9,000 s106 allocation, MRFC and MYFC should pick up the 
remaining costs of the projected costs and financial risk of the construction phase 
of the project 

c) The project itself (construction) would be the responsibility of MRFC and MYFC 
d) The management and maintenance of any new area would be jointly shared 

between MRFC, MYFC and MTC in line with current practice 
e) That a ‘Memorandum of Understanding’ or ‘Agreement’ between Marlborough 

Town Council, MRFC and MYFC to the satisfaction of all parties stated, should be 
drawn up as a prerequisite of the MTC support for the Training Area prior to 
commencement of any proposed works, and that in this the needs of other 
Common users should be accounted for, and a reasonable timeframe for which 
the works should be completed 

f) That MTC should approach the Planning Inspectorate under section 38 of the 
Commons Act 2006 as ‘landlords’ of the Common for approval, and MRFC and 
MYFC should be required to apply to Wiltshire Council for Planning Consent for 
their project 

g) That MRFC/MYFC should be required to supply a project and site management 
plan prior to commencement of any works including a timeline, and overall risk 
assessment 
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 The Assistant Town Clerk and members of the public left the meeting 
 
337/21 FLAGPOLE 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk and reconsidered a 2018 resolution to 
erect flagpoles at Salisbury Road Recreation Ground, for which planning permission 
had expired.  Discussion points included: 
 

• Plans to redevelop the workshop may have a bearing on the location of the 
free-standing flagpole near the entrance to Salisbury Road Recreation Ground 

• Whether to progress with a flagpole for the Marlborough Community & Youth 
Centre to allow flags to be flown when the building is used for civic events 

• That Planning Permission had expired; whether to check with a Planning 
Officer if permission would be required to reinstate a previously installed 
flagpole 

• Whether the costs were justified while the Coronavirus pandemic was ongoing 
• That there had been one event (Armistice Day) in the last few years requiring a 

flag; a temporary flagpole had been borrowed for the occasion 
 

A proposal to install a flagpole at Marlborough Youth and Community Centre was put 
forward but not supported (there were 4 votes for, 7 votes against and 2 
abstentions). 

 
338/21 STANDING ORDERS 

Members considered amendments to Standing Orders as recommended by the 
Finance and Policy Committee.  
 
RESOLVED: that amendments to Standing Order 10 (b), (d) and (f) were agreed 

 
339/21 OUTSIDE BODIES 

Representatives to outside bodies provided verbal updates: 
 
Transition Marlborough 
Councillor Waltham had attended meetings and toured Marlborough Community 
Orchard and visited the Community Fridge. Current joint projects were the 
production of new signs at the community orchard and a nature trail leaflet (the 
Tourism Officer was working on both).  Also considering possible sites for tree 
planting for the Jubilee.  
 
Stonebridge Meadow Management Committee 
Councillor Waltham attended the ARK AGM in September, and had toured 
Stonebridge Meadow.  The Stonebridge Meadow Management Committee Annual 
Review would take place on Tuesday 25th January.  There had been complaints of 
anti-social behaviour on Stonebridge Lane: it was felt removing the bench would 
deprive others who use it.  Informally mentioned to police to include in patrols.  
Ongoing discussions about possible sites for tree planting for the Jubilee. 
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The Mayor thanked all Members for their work with the different groups and 
organisations in the town which was an important part of Council work. 

 
340/21 COMMITTEE MINUTES 

In accordance with para. 3.1 of the Scheme of Delegation, Members noted the 
approved minutes of the following Committees: Planning – 31 August, 20 September, 
4 October and 25 October 2021; Property – 5 July 2021 and Amenities and Open 
Spaces – 31 August 2021. 

 
341/21 CHRISTMAS AND NEW YEAR OPENING HOURS 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk and considered recommendations about 
opening hours over the Christmas and New Year period. 
 
RESOLVED: that the Christmas and New Year opening hours were agreed 
 
The Mayor took the opportunity to thank staff for the fantastic work they do every 
day.  He was incredibly proud of their work during the pandemic and this year and 
they were a credit to the town. 

 
342/21 MEMBERS’ QUESTION TIME 
 No questions had been submitted. 
 
343/21 COMMON SEAL 

Proposed by Councillor Fogg and seconded by Councillor Ross and 
RESOLVED: that the Common Seal of Marlborough Town Council be affixed to all 
documents necessary to give effect to the decisions of the meeting 

 
 

The meeting closed at 8.03 pm 
 
 
 
 
Signed: ……………………………………………………………………….. Date: ……………………………………… 
 Town Mayor 
 


