
MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 
AMENITIES AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 

 
Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities and Open Spaces Committee, which was held on Monday, 

21 June 2021 at 7pm 
 
PRESENT: Councillor Donald Heath Chairman 
 Councillor Mark Cooper Town Mayor 
 Councillor Andrew Ross 
 Councillor Noel Barrett-Morton 
 Councillor Lisa Farrell 
                     Councillor Caroline Thomas 
                     Councillor Jo Waltham 
ALSO 
PRESENT: Richard Spencer-Williams Town Clerk 
 Plus 1 member of the public 
 

There was a presentation by Damien Haasjes, Head of Business Development and 
Community Engagement, from Wiltshire Wildlife Trust about their plans for ‘Bay Meadows’, 
followed by questions and answers. 

 
                     PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
                     There were no public questions. 
 
72/21 APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillor Vanessa Hillier and Nigel Weatherly, 
Grounds Manager. 

 
73/21 DECLARATIONS 
 There were no declarations of interest. 
 
74/21 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The roundabout at Salisbury Road Recreation Ground had been fixed, and the lighting at the 
Skatepark was being installed. 

 
75/21 MINUTES 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting held on 26th April 2021 were approved as a true 
record and signed by the Chairman 

 
76/21 GROUNDS MANAGER’S REPORT 

Members noted the contents of the Grounds Manager’s Report.   
 
There was a discussion about Wye House Gardens and how it had been left to overgrow and 
the condition of the equipment.  Councillor Waltham noted and thanked the Grounds team for 
their response in tidying the area.  This raised questions about the capacity of the grounds 
team, the approach to systematic maintenance and the effectiveness of the current reporting 
system.  It was suggested Councillors could ‘adopt’ a play area to engage with the community 
and to feed back to the Town Clerk any issues.  There was a discussion about the roles and 
responsibilities of Councillors, the Town Clerk, Grounds Manager, and ground staff, and how 
they could all better support each other for positive outcomes. 
 
The question of the ownership of the play area at St Johns development at White Horse Road 
arose.  It was thought this was Wiltshire Council but could not be confirmed. 

 
ACTION:  Councillor Thomas to investigate.  

 



77/21 IMPROVING BIO-DIVERSITY ON THE COMMON 
The request from Transition Marlborough for a wildlife meadow in the area of the Diamond 
Jubilee Community Orchard on the Common was considered. 

 
RESOLVED: to support the request as outlined in the proposal 

 
78/21  OPEN SPACES WORKING PARTY PROPOSED TERMS OF REFERENCE 

The proposed Terms of Reference for the Open Spaces Working Party (OSWP) was 
considered.  Discussion covered: 
 
• That all areas should be covered, including Wye House Gardens and the Common. 
• That young people’s needs should be understood. 
• That the Wiltshire Council Local Youth network could support the work of the OSWP. 
• The ‘purpose’ in the TORs could be clearer and should be amended to state all parts of 

the community need to be thought about. 
• There is a key role for the Police to support any strategy. 
• Anti-social behaviour has got worse recently in some areas, and that needs to be 

responded to. 
• That the work of the OSWP could give rise to a Youth Strategy. 
• Whether this working party should be opened up to the Full Council to ensure support? 

 
RESOLVED: to adopt the terms of reference, with amendments to the ‘purpose’ to reflect all 
parts of the community should be considered, and the ‘scope’ should include Wye House 
Gardens and the Common, and to refer to Full Council for resolution agreeing membership. 

   
79/21 REQUEST FOR DOG WASTE BIN AT OLD RAILWAY TRACK 

The request for a dog waste bin to be installed at the Old Railway track was considered. 
 

RESOLVED: to support the request for a bin, and to also support the adoption of a bin off 
Cherry Orchard  

  
80/21 RABLEY WOOD UPDATE 

The Town Clerk’s update report on Rabley Wood was noted.  The question of associated CIL 
or S106 funding linked to this development was raised. 

 
ACTION for the Town Clerk to clarify what developer funding is linked to the Rabley Wood 
View development. 

           
81/21 BENCHES MAPPING EXERCISE 

The Bench mapping report was considered.  Additionally, the need for benches in the High 
Street was also raised, whilst recognising this was not Town Council land. 

 
RESOLVED: (i) that the Committee supports the suggested locations as permitted sites for 
memorial benches to be located and to delegate the placement of benches at the agreed 
locations to the Town Clerk and Grounds Manager 
 
RESOLVED: (ii) for additional or new locations to be brought to the attention of the 
Committee for consideration 

 
82/21  REQUEST FOR MEMORIAL BENCHES 

The request to place a memorial bench outside the Boxing Club at Elcot Lane by the daughter 
of Mr Andrew Nash, was considered. 

 
RESOLVED: to support the request to place a memorial bench outside the Boxing Club 

 
83/21 MARLBOROUGH IN BLOOM UPDATE  

The Marlborough in Bloom report was noted. 
  

The hard work of the staff team to support Marlborough in Bloom was recognised by the 
Committee. 



 
84/21  CEMETERIES 

i) To note any Grants of Exclusive Rights of Burial issued  
ii) To note any memorials and inscriptions approved      

 
The Cemeteries report was noted. 

 
85/21  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 

RESOLVED: That under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and 
representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the meeting during the 
consideration of the following item of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public 
interest because of the confidential nature of the business to be transacted 

  
86/21  CHURCHILL COURT TREE POLLARDING 

The Committee considered the matter of tree pollarding at land adjacent to Churchill Court, 
and associated quotes. 

 
RESOLVED: to not proceed with the pollarding, but to ensure good general tree management 
in respect of safety and the trees’ health. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Signed: ………………………………………………………     Date: …………………………………. 
 Chairman 
 


