
MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 

AMENITIES AND OPEN SPACES COMMITTEE 

 

Minutes of a meeting of the Amenities & Open Spaces Committee which was held on Monday 

4 February 2019 in the Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 8.38 pm 

 

 

PRESENT: Councillor M. Cooper Chairman 

 Councillor B. Castle 

 Councillor M. Hall 

 Councillor H. Forbes 

 Councillor E. Northeast 

 

ALSO Mrs S. Parker Town Clerk 

PRESENT: Mr N. Weatherly Grounds Manager 

 Mrs D. Whitehall Administrator 

 Councillor G. Loosmore Observing 

 Plus 2 members of the public 

 

 

 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

 There were no questions. 

 

503/18 APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from the Town Mayor and Cllrs. Ross, Cairns and 

Heath. 

 

504/18 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 

 There were no declarations. 

 

505/18 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Golf Club was arranging for the planting of trees as part of the commemorations for 

WW1.  All were welcome to attend. The meeting point was the Clubhouse at Marlborough 

Golf Club at 10:15 on Thursday, 7 February 2019.  The Town Council Grounds Team would 

be helping out too. 

 

As Councillors were already aware, the Rabley Wood amenity area had been sold to 

Greensquare Housing and the Town Council had now received the formal Notice to remove 

existing play equipment within 3 months.  Most of this equipment was old and the only 

elements that could be re-used would be the swing seats and chains as the rest was liable to 

be damaged during removal from the concrete.  This would be discussed more fully at the 

Full Council meeting on 18 February.  

 

Out of courtesy to members of the public the Chairman proposed to move two agenda items 

to the beginning of the meeting 

RESOLVED: to bring forward agenda items 7 and 10  

 

506/18  MINUTES 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meeting held 19 November 2018 were approved as a 

true record and signed by the Chairman 

 

507/18  TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 

Members noted the Town Clerk’s report.  The Town Clerk answered questions about 

interpretation boards at Coopers Meadow and the High Street.  Cllr. Loosmore reported 

that the interpretation board on The Common was in a poor state. 

 



508/18  GROUNDS MANAGER’S REPORT 

Members noted the Grounds Manager’s report.  Mr Weatherly answered questions about 

the play equipment at Wye House Gardens, the proposed disposal of a tractor which had 

reached the end of its useful life and replacement trees for Frees Avenue, including a tree 

being donated by Gifford’s Circus.  Members commended the Grounds Team on their work. 

  The disposal of the tractor would be submitted to Full Town Council. 

 

509/18  THE COMMON 

Members noted a report by the Town Clerk and considered proposals for fixtures boards and 

barrier advertising for Marlborough Rugby Football Club (MRFC) as well as whether to retain 

or remove the Beacon. 

 

During a suspension of Standing Orders, Mr Chris Bradford, Marlborough Model Flying 

Club (MMFC) passed on a number of concerns on behalf of his members about The 

Common being inaccessible for them to fly model aircraft. This was mostly due to rugby 

matches taking place on two pitches and his members felt the Common was being over-

used by the Club.  He asked whether a different pitch location could be found, or whether 

weekend use could be limited as members were now finding it almost impossible to fly on 

Sundays.  Mrs Rose added a concern about the area adjacent to the clubhouse, where 

equipment was left lying around, as well as raising an objection to the safety railings and 

proposed advertising boards. 

 

The Chairman thanked Mr Bradford and Mrs Rose.  Members commented: 

 

 The Town Council had granted permission for the safety barriers on the 

understanding that they would be in place only during the playing season 

 MRFC was thriving and it was good to see so many people getting involved in sport – 

there were now nearly 600 children involved.  The concerns about congestion on The 

Common were noted – Cllr. Hall confirmed that finding more land for sports pitches 

was one of the areas being addressed by the Neighbourhood Plan 

 The Town Council would pass on the MMFC concerns and ask MRFC to improve 

communications with the Club, including providing advance notice about the timings 

of fixtures and training sessions 

 

Fixtures Boards and Barrier Advertising 

It was noted that a response had been received from Wiltshire Council and it had been 

confirmed that advertising consent would be required.  It would be the responsibility of 

MRFC to submit the relevant planning application. 

 

Members asked that Town Crest be added to the proposed design of the fixtures boards. 

 

RESOLVED: (i) to inform MRFC that advertising consent was required for the fixtures 

boards and barrier advertising 

 

RESOLVED: (ii) that the locations, style and wording of the fixtures boards (with the addition 

of the Town Crest) were approved and that barrier advertising boards were permitted subject 

to previously agreed limits about timing and location.  Also that the relevant planning 

permissions were in place 

 

Removal or Retention of the Beacon 

Three options were discussed: 

1. Remove the brazier and post and store them at Salisbury Road workshop 

2. Leave the beacon to stand as it is and place a plaque on the post so people 

understand its reasoning for being there 

3. To consider relocating other memorial stones on The Common to create a memorial 

garden close to the base of the beacon 



 

Members discussed: 

 How often the beacon would be used 

 The cost of a cherry picker to put up/take down would be approximately £150 each 

time 

 It was noted that a cherry picker would be required in order to fill the beacon for 

lighting 

 Whether leaving it in situ adversely affected the views/enjoyment of the open vistas 

 Whether it could be used more frequently, e.g. on Remembrance Sunday and/or 

Armistice Day each year 

 Whether it was vulnerable to vandalism 

 

RESOLVED: to leave the beacon to stand on The Common and add a plaque to the post to 

explain its significance 

 

Mr Bradford left the meeting 

 

510/18  STONEBRIDGE MEADOW 

Members noted the minutes of the Stonebridge Meadow Management Committee held on 

12 December 2018.  Cllr. Hall drew Members’ attention to a project where Action for the 

River Kennet (ARK) was investigating costs to add a bridge to the end of the boardwalk in 

order to create a circular walk. 

 

511/18  CEMETERIES 

  RESOLVED: (i) that recently issued Grants of Exclusive Rights of Burial were noted 

  RESOLVED: (ii) that approved memorials and inscriptions were noted 

 

512/18  OLD VICTORIAN CEMETERY 

Members noted the Town Clerk’s report and the minutes of the Working Party meeting held 

22 January 2019 and considered its recommendations about a Management Plan proposed 

by the Institute of Cemetery and Crematorium Management (ICCM).  This extensive Plan 

would guide the future of the site over the next few years.  

 

During a suspension of Standing Orders, Mrs Margaret Rose representing the Friends of 

the Old Victorian Cemetery explained the background to the group from its creation and 

how it had always worked well will the Town Council’s Grounds Team.  Mrs Rose 

responded to some of the recommendations, as well as outlining some of the group’s 

ongoing ideas and plans including: 

 A desire to retain the foxgloves at the Paupers Grave 

 A proposal to plant bee orchids 

 A desire to donate a memorial bench in honour of the Paupers 

 Concerns about the timing of the ICCM’s recommendation to mow three times per 

year in light of seasonal planting – her recommendation would be in May, the end of 

August and in October 

 If bonfires were not to be permitted, could the Town Council provide a trailer so that 

weeds and cuttings (e.g. brambles and nettles) could be removed 

 The group respected the heritage of the area 

 The group’s desire to promote the area as a wildlife corridor 

 The group was meeting later in the month and would tighten its constitution and 

discuss public liability insurance.  The outcome would be communicated to the Town 

Clerk 

 Ongoing discussions to join forces with U3A members 

 The social benefit of the group to its members in combatting loneliness and providing 

a shared purpose 

 



Members expressed appreciation for the work the Friends Group had done to date and 

discussed the following: 

 

Action Plan 

It had been suggested by the Working Party that an Action Plan be drawn up to underpin the  

ICCM Management Plan. 

 

RESOLVED: that an Action Plan be drawn up with clear roles and responsibilities so that the 

Town Council and the Friends Group have agreed tasks to follow through 

 

Paupers’ Graves 

 That foxgloves were bee-friendly and, while acknowledging that they were 

poisonous, noting there were other poisonous plants in the Cemetery too (e.g. Yew) 

 Whether to plant bulbs to delineate the area as recommended by the ICCM but 

otherwise keep the area as a respectful open space 

 Whether to retain or remove the foxgloves and/or logs 

 Whether it was respectful to these graves to include planting  

 Whether to add interpretive signage   

 Whether to proceed with a proposal to mark the corners area with Victorian figures 

 

RESOLVED: (i) to retain the existing logs and foxgloves, but not allow any further planting or 

objects within the Paupers’ Grave area.  Also to mark the boundary with bulbs as 

recommended by the ICCM and to look into adding an interpretive sign 

 

Chapel Site 

Members noted that a faculty from the Salisbury Diocese may be needed for excavation 

works to the chapel and it would also be a courtesy to send a copy of the Management Plan 

for the site. The excavation carried out had resulted in brickwork being exposed to frost and 

it was important that they were protected from further damage.   

 

RESOLVED: (ii) to seek advice as soon as possible about the best way to preserve the 

brickwork of the excavated chapel.  

 

Rules/Guidance 

The Working Party’s recommendation about meeting the Friends Group request for some of 

the rules to be relaxed was also discussed.  It was noted that the Town Council’s insurers 

had advised that the Friends Group had its own public liability insurance policy, risk 

assessments and lone worker policy.  The Town Clerk had identified a suitable policy 

provider for charities and voluntary organisations.   

 

Members felt it was important the insurance and lone worker policies were addressed before 

relaxing the rules about lone working and volunteers working on a set day at pre-arranged 

times agreed by the Town Council.  The Grounds Manager confirmed that assistance with a 

trailer could be provided to help with removing material.  Rules were discussed as follows: 

 

RESOLVED: that the Town Council will, exceptionally and for the first premium only, pay 

public liability insurance for the Friends Group.  Also that the rules governing the site will be: 

1. Volunteers to work on a set day at pre-arranged times agreed by the Town 
Council  

2. No lone working  
1 and 2 above can relaxed once public liability insurance, risk assessments and a 
lone worker policy is in place 

3. Use of pesticides to be handled by qualified Town Council staff only  
4. Removal of shrubs/ trees to be undertaken by qualified Town Council staff or 

contractors 
5. No bonfires in the cemetery  



A trailer will be provided by the Grounds Team to remove weeds and cuttings 
6. Planting (bulbs or plants) should be in line with recommendations in the 

Management Plan and set out in the Action Plan 
7. Excavations must be approved by the Town Council prior to work commencing  

 

RESOLVED: to adopt the Management Plan, and that it is regularly reviewed 

 

Mrs Rose left the meeting 

 

513/18  LIGHTING OF SKATEPARK 

Members noted a report by the Assistant Town Clerk about progress towards lighting of the 

Skatepark at Salisbury Road Recreation Ground and considered a recommendation about 

how to take the project forward.  It was noted that a response had not yet been received 

from Wiltshire Council to a pre-application submission. 

 

RESOLVED: that the recommended project approach was approved and that the early 

stages of obtaining necessary surveys, consultation, etc. was taken forward 

 

514/18  MARLBOROUGH IN BLOOM (MiB) 

Members noted a report from the Assistant Town Clerk.  Cllr. Forbes gave a verbal update 

on progress at recent meetings with MiB.  Revisions to the Terms of Reference for the 

Working Party had been suggested, and these would be reviewed at a meeting on 

27 February. 

 

The Chairman thanked Cllr. Forbes for his work in building a positive relationship with the 

MiB Committee. 

 

RESOLVED: that the revised Terms of Reference was approved and it was agreed that the 

Town Council will enter the town into the South West in Bloom 2019 competition 

 

515/18  SIGNAGE FOR TOWN COUNCIL CAR PARKS 

Members considered a report from the Town Clerk about whether to erect signage at all 

Town Council-owned open spaces used for car parking.   

 

There had been a small number of issues with cemetery parking being used by people 

attending sporting events and of unauthorised activities taking up spaces in a car park 

intended for users of recreational facilities.  It was agreed that the Town Clerk would contact 

other town councils seeking information on similar signage. 

 

Members supported the proposal for adding signage to car parks, and suggested wording 

could include: 

 No business activities to be carried out 

 Parking at owner’s risk 

 All vehicles to be taxed and insured  

 

RESOLVED: to erect signage at Town Council-owned car parks and to delegate to the Town 

Clerk to put the signage in place 

 

516/18  ALLOTMENT ASSOCIATION 

Members noted a report by the Office Manager and a request to take over one allotment as 

a community garden. 

 

The Chairman and Cllr. Castle reported that the new Allotment Association Committee was 

working very proactively and having a positive impact in taking ideas forward.  The St John’s 

Close Residents Association had requested taking over plot 51B (long disused) as a 



community garden, which it hoped to enter into the South West in Bloom competition under 

the ‘It’s Your Neighbourhood’ category. 

 

RESOLVED: that the request from St John’s Close Residents Association to take over 

allotment 51B as a community garden was approved 

 

517/18  EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 

RESOLVED: that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and 

representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the meeting during the 

consideration of the following item of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public 

interest because of the confidential or commercial nature of the business to be transacted 

 

518/18  TOWN COUNCIL-OWNED LAND 

The Town Clerk updated Members about recent discussions concerning a licence issued to 

the neighbour of a Town Council property, and notified them that a date had now been 

agreed for a meeting with Aster Group - 18th February at 3.30pm about Priory Gardens.  This 

would commence with a site visit.  Town Council attendees would be the Town Clerk and 

Cllrs. Cooper, Hall, Forbes and the Town Mayor.   

 

The meeting closed at 10pm 

 

 

 

 

 

Signed: ………………………………………………………………      Date: …………………………………. 

              Chairman 


