
MARLBOROUGH TOWN COUNCIL 
FULL TOWN COUNCIL 

 
Minutes of a Meeting of the Full Town Council which was held on Monday, 21 January 2019 in the 

Council Chamber, Town Hall, Marlborough at 7pm 
 
 
PRESENT Councillor L. Farrell Town Mayor 
 Councillor B. Castle 
 Councillor Mrs P. Dow 
 Councillor N. Fogg 
 Councillor A. Ross 
 Councillor A. Kirk Wilson 
 Councillor G. Loosmore 
 Councillor N. Barrett-Morton 
 Councillor M. Hall 
 Councillor P. Cairns 
 Councillor M. Cooper 
 Councillor H. Forbes 
 Councillor S. Price 
 Councillor A. Wilson 
 Councillor D. Heath 
 
ALSO Mrs S. Parker Town Clerk 
PRESENT Mrs D. Whitehall Administrator 
 Mr N. Goodwin Marlborough.News 
 Mr H. Mottram Gazette & Herald 
 Plus 7 members of the public 
 
 

The meeting was preceded by three cheque presentations: 
 
Town Mayor, Cllr. Lisa Farrell, presented a cheque for £440 to David Brown, Vice Chairman 
of the Marlborough Branch of The Royal British Legion (RBL). This represented the 
proceeds from the Roll of Honour commemorative event held over the Remembrance 
weekend in November 2018. In the centenary year of the end of World War 1, it was very 
fitting that the proceeds should go to the RBL Poppy Appeal. The Marlborough RBL Branch 
had raised more than £17,000 – a great achievement. 
 
There were also two cheques presented to the Mayor from the Waitrose Community Matters 
Scheme. Ian Burdekin, the Branch Manager, handed over a cheque for £342 raised to help 
towards the costs of staging the Christmas Lights Switch-on event. Lisa Wakeham, 
Community Champion for the scheme, then presented a cheque for £250 - this one for the 
Mayor's Fund. The Mayor expressed her heartfelt thanks, acknowledging the consistent 
support from Waitrose for many community causes in the town and to all those who had 
contributed their green tokens.  

 
 PRAYERS  
 Deputy Mayor, Cllr. Hall, opened the meeting with prayers. 
 
 PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 

Nigel Kerton, Resident - referred to a blue plaque to be erected to commemorate Bob 
Pelham, the founder of Pelham’s Puppets.  He asked whether the Town Council was sure 
that the correct location had been identified for the plaque.  Mr Kerton had once been 
informed by Mr Pelham in person that the business had started at No 3 Kingsbury Street, 
although it had also occupied Nos 1-2 Kingsbury Street at a later date. As such, he believed 
the plaque should be erected at No 3, rather than 1-2, Kingsbury Street.  He was 



accompanied by Mr Lars Peter Beavan who had been conducting extensive research into 
Pelham Puppets, which revealed also that the registered office of Wonky Toys had been at 
No 3.  Mr Beavan provided some documentation to the Town Mayor, who thanked him and 
Mr Kerton for their efforts. 
 
Jo Waltham, Resident – asked whether there was any update available about providing a 
crossing for school children in George Lane.  She noted the school had been open for more 
than a year and there was still no safe crossing for children using the school’s entrance near 
the Police Station. 
Cllr. Hall reported that Wiltshire Council Highways had programmed in investigations for the 
possibility of a permanent crossing for October 2019.  Following discussions with the school 
and Wiltshire Councillor Davies, it was felt that the crossing was the best long-term solution 
and therefore a request for flashing amber warning lights would not be followed up at this 
time, as that would preclude the installation of a permanent crossing.  The Town Council was 
also asking Wiltshire Council to look again at a permanent 20mph limit for George Lane, and 
‘school’ signage to be installed, perhaps recycling the signage that was in place for the 
former St Peter’s school. 
 
Neil Goodwin, Marlborough.News – asked whether the information on the blue plaque on 
the Library commemorating Eglantyne Mary Jebb was correct.  2019 was the centenary year 
of the founding of the Save The Children Fund.  He believed Eglantyne Mary Jebb (named 
on the plaque) had been born around 1920, while the Eglantyne Jebb who founded the fund 
in 1919 had been born in 1899. 
Cllr. Hall thanked Mr Goodwin and confirmed that the Jebbs were a large family - it was 
possible the middle name on the plaque could be incorrect.  Investigations were already 
under way, including ascertaining whether it would be possible to modify the plaque, or 
whether a replacement would be required. 
 
Two members of the public left the meeting 

 
 CRIME AND DISORDER 

Sgt. Foster had sent his apologies so there was no representative from Wiltshire Police at 
the meeting.  A number of Members expressed interest in taking up a previous invitation to 
take part in the ‘Ride Along’ scheme which involved shadowing a local officer  – the Town 
Clerk agreed to pass on the relevant application information to Cllrs. Hall, Loosmore, 
Barrett-Morton and Price. 

 
 QUESTIONS TO AND FROM WILTSHIRE COUNCILLORS 

Cllr. Fogg drew Members’ attention to: 
 

• An ongoing national review of Rights of Way, which included the possibility of 
designating new Rights of Way for routes that could be shown to be used consistently as 
well as reinstating any that had lapsed.  The deadline was 2026. 

• A recent article about a Hedge Fund based in the United States and its possible takeover 
of regional newspapers, including Newsquest (Gazette & Herald, Swindon Evening 
Advertiser). 

• The March edition of Wiltshire Life would include an obituary of the late Michael Gray.  A 
new feature entitled ‘Down Your Way’ would feature Marlborough in the March edition – if 
Members knew of any interesting events that could be listed, they were asked to let 
Cllr. Fogg know. 

 
Cllr. Fogg had received representations from a few people who had been used to using a 
footpath linking the College Gymnasium/Mount House area of Bridewell Street with Hyde 
Lane.  Vehicle barriers had recently been erected along with signage which included wording 
about access for “authorised persons” only.  He would take this up with Marlborough 
College.  The Town Mayor believed the barriers and signage were there to manage issues 
with car parking rather than pedestrians. 



 
Cllr. Heath asked Cllr. Fogg to follow up with Wiltshire Council whether it had any plans to 
improve the safety of a set of steps in Cherry Orchard.  After intervention by the Town and 
Wiltshire Councils, barriers and tape had been erected in 2018 after a resident had been 
injured in a fall, but these had been pushed aside and the tape was now broken. 

 
473/18 APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 

Apologies for absence had been received from Cllr. Dobson (Wiltshire Councillor – 
Marlborough East), Rev. Dr Blockland and Sgt Foster (Wiltshire Police). 

 
474/18 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND REQUESTS FOR DISPENSATION 

Cllr. Cooper – agenda item 12 – Excalibur Academies Trust Consultation – pecuniary 
interest. 

 
475/18 MAYOR’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 There were no announcements. 
 
476/18 MINUTES 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the Full Town Council meeting held 10 December 2018 
were approved as a correct record and signed by the Mayor 

 
477/18 TOWN CLERK’S REPORT 
 The Town Clerk’s report was noted. 
 
478/18 TOWN MAYOR – 2019/2020 

Cllr. Ross proposed Cllr. Hall for Town Mayor for 2019/2020 and Cllr. Barrett-Morton 
seconded the nomination. 
 
RESOLVED: that Councillor Mervyn Hall will be Town Mayor for 2019/2020 
 
Cllr. Hall thanked Members for showing faith in him and looked forward to another year as 
Town Mayor. 

 
479/18 DEPUTY TOWN MAYOR – 2019/2020 

The Town Mayor proposed Cllr. Cooper for Deputy Town Mayor for 2019/2020 and 
Cllr. Castle seconded the nomination. 
 
RESOLVED: that Councillor Mark Cooper will be Deputy Town Mayor for 2019/2020 
 
Cllr. Cooper thanked Members and said he was humbled by their support.  It would be a 
privilege and an honour for him to serve the town. 

 
480/18 CITIZENS CLIMATE LOBBY (CCL) 

Members considered a request asking for a written letter of support for the Citizens Climate 
Lobby UK’s Carbon Fee and Dividend policy. 
 
During a suspension of Standing Orders Mrs Louisa Davison answered a number of 
questions which had been submitted by Members and was supported by Professor D 
Waltham. Discussion included: 

• A response from Claire Perry MP to a question raised at a constituency meeting 
• Whether all MPs had been contacted 
• That a similar tax had already been applied in Canada  
• Economic assumptions and potential impact, e.g. on rural communities or farmers 
• Whether any actions could be taken at an individual, town or county level 
• Progress already made in reduced reliance of fossil fuels (e.g. more renewable 

energy sources, electric vehicle introduction) 



• What level of support was being sought from the Town Council – was it just a letter, 
or were there financial commitments being requested 

• Whether it was appropriate for an apolitical Town Council to become involved in a 
national topic 

 
RESOLVED: (i) that Marlborough Town Council will write to Claire Perry, MP to request that 
the UK Government should carry out due diligence on the CCL Carbon Free Dividend Policy 
proposal to assess whether it should be incorporated into Government policy 
 
RESOLVED: (ii) that Marlborough Town Council shall be conscious of ecological effects in 
its own policies and procedures 
 
Three members of the public left the meeting 

 
481/18 CCTV 

Members noted the Town Clerk’s report about progress with CCTV installation.   
 
George Lane Toilet Block 
The Town Clerk confirmed that, as agreed at the 10 December 2018 meeting, an additional 
camera had now been installed at the George Lane toilet block to give some coverage of 
Coopers Meadow.  (Min. 430/18, RESOLVED: (ii) to install an additional CCTV camera at 
the George Lane toilet block to cover Cooper’s Meadow and to fell trees as recommended 
by a local tree surgeon)  
 
Priory Gardens 
RESOLVED: (i) to delegate to the Town Clerk to take the project forward to install two 
cameras in Priory Gardens powered via a lamppost in the Wiltshire Council-owned adjacent 
car park as long as the proposed electricity supply is adequate.  If not, the Town Clerk 
should then look at alternatives to bring back to Full Town Council 
 
Polly Gardens Car Park 
There had been suggestions that a third camera be included to give coverage of the Polly 
Gardens Car Park.  Costs had not been investigated and Cllr. Ross reminded Members that 
budgets had been agreed for 2019/20 with no provision for additional cameras.  Members 
also suggested there may be other areas of the town where CCTV cameras would be 
beneficial, although no detailed investigation or planning had yet been conducted. 
 
RESOLVED: (ii) not to proceed with an additional camera to cover Polly Gardens Car Park 

 
482/18 THE BATTLE OF MARLBOROUGH – CIVIL WAR RE-ENACTMENT 27-28 JULY 2019 

Members noted an update report by the Assistant Town Clerk about the Battle of 
Marlborough.  It was noted that the scale of the event would be dependent upon the level of 
funding achieved through grants and sponsorship actively being sought; the Town Council 
had an ear marked reserve of £6,050 for the event.  Members were asked to sign a contract 
which, in effect, underwrote the costs of the payment to the English Civil War Society 
(ECWS) of £11,000 
 
RESOLVED: to approve the signing of the contract with the English Civil War Society for the 
2019 event 

 
483/18 BLUE PLAQUE TO COMMEMORATE BOB PELHAM 

Members received an update report by the Assistant Town Clerk and considered wording for 
the plaque itself.  While a number of options had been suggested in the report, Members 
took account of comments received during Public Question Time as well as a suggestion 
made during a suspension of Standing Orders about small changes to the proposed location. 
 



A slight change to Option 3 for the wording was agreed: “Pelham Puppets were made in 1-3 
Kingsbury Street by Bob Pelham and a small group of employees in 1947”.  An amendment 
was then suggested to alter “made” to “created”. 
 
RESOLVED: (i) that the text for inclusion on the plaque was approved and to delegate 
authority to the Town Clerk to purchase and arrange the installation of 1 x blue plaque on the 
façade of 1-2 Kingsbury Street (subject to planning approval) 
Text: “Pelham Puppets were created at 1-3 Kingsbury Street by Bob Pelham and a small 
group of employees in 1947” 
 
Cllr. Cooper left the room for the following item 

 
484/18 EXCALIBUR ACADEMIES TRUST – SECONDARY ADMISSION POLICY FOR 2020/21: 

CONSULTATION 
 Members considered whether to respond to a consultation on the Secondary Admission 

Policy for children to be admitted to academies in September 2020.   
 
 RESOLVED: that the Town Council was appreciative of the opportunity to respond to the 

consultation.  However, it was not the Town Council’s policy to intervene in school admission 
processes. 

 Cllr. Cooper returned to the meeting 
 
485/18 COMMITTEE MINUTES 

RESOLVED: that in accordance with para. 3.1 of the Scheme of Delegation, the approved 
minutes of the following committee meetings were noted: Planning – 3 December 2018; 
Property – 22 October 2018; Staffing Sub-Committee – 3 December 2018 

 
486/18 MEMBER’S QUESTION TIME 
 No questions had been submitted 
 
487/18 COMMON SEAL 
 Proposed by Cllr. Castle and seconded by Cllr. Dow and 

RESOLVED: that the Common Seal of Marlborough Town Council be affixed to all 
documents necessary to give effect to the decisions of the meeting 

 
488/18 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 

RESOLVED: that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public and 
representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the meeting during the 
consideration of the following item of business as publicity would be prejudicial to the public 
interest because of the confidential and commercial nature of the business to be transacted 

 
489/18 GEORGE LANE TOILETS – PHASE 2 

RESOLVED: to accept quotations for i) refurbishment of the backroom of the toilet block as 
a community room and tourist information point to Wavehill Property Ltd for £14,650 and ii) 
to A Humphries & Sons Roofing Ltd for upgrade work to the roof for £9,528.   

 
The meeting closed at 8.55 pm 

 
 
 
 
Signed: ………………………………………………………………..  Date: …………………………………… 
 Town Mayor 


