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TOWN CLERK’S REPORT  
AMENITIES & OPEN SPACES – MONDAY, 5TH JUNE 2017 

 

SUMMARY 
This is a report of follow-up to decisions made at the A&OS Committee. It is a Standing Item on 
agendas to update Members.  Once follow-up is completed, items are marked as closed.  
Ongoing items will be brought back to Committee when a new decision is required or when a 
fuller update is needed.   

 

Min.637/15 Churchill Court – The Grounds Team has undertaken the works specified in 
the most recent Tree Survey.  However, residents are concerned about 
overhanging tree branches and managers at Churchill Court are dealing with 
this.  In November 2016, the Town Clerk met with the Warden at Churchill 
Court and is now in contact with the Managing Agents, First Port, about 
riverside ownership issues.  However, there remains a reluctance by the 
agents and owners of the property to deal with this. Ongoing 

Min.638/15 Town Mill Machinery – At the Full Council meeting of 18 April (Min.625/16), 
Councillors resolved to move forward with the offer by a member of the public 
to display the mill wheel equipment and it be removed from the area adjacent 
to the workshop as soon as possible. The Town Clerk is liaising with the 
person who has made this offer. Ongoing 

Min.080/16, 
506/16 

Priory Gardens – At the meeting of 30 January, Councillors resolved to reject 
suggested amendments to the Path Agreement.  This decision has been 
passed on by our solicitors.  At FTC on 6 March (Min.563/16), Councillors 
resolved  to  delegate to the Town Clerk to spend up to £2,000 towards legal 
fees for Counsel’s opinion related to access to Priory Gardens.  We are now 
awaiting this legal advice. Ongoing  
 

Min496/16 Event Parking at the Common – At the meeting on 30 January, Members 
agreed that the site of the old Military Hospital/Secondary School was the 
preferred option for event car parking on The Common.  How to implement this 
needs to be discussed by the new Council. Ongoing 
 

Min. 497/16 Cooper’s Meadow – At the meeting of 30 January, Members resolved to re-
issue the grazing licence for 2017.  This has now been issued and the sheep 
are now back in the meadow.  Closed 
 
Interpretive Panel – A the meeting on 2 May, Members asked about the poor 
condition of the interpretive panel.  ARK’s Project Manager has ordered a 
replacement frame and is awaiting delivery.  Closed   
 
Play Area - Initial discussions have taken place for a potential project to open 
up the meadow for informal recreational space for young people. This will be 
discussed by the new Council.  Ongoing 
 

Min. 498/16 Stonebridge Meadow – At the meeting of 30 January, Members made a small 
number of resolutions which were discussed by at the Stonebridge 
Management Committee on 24 April.  In summary - the Grounds Team will 
continue to mow the amenity area and the fritillaries will be planted in a more 
protected area.  Rustic seating has been placed close to the river bank.  
Concerns about bees and a request for improved signage have been dealt 
with.  The public meeting to discuss the review of the Management Plan is now 
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likely to be held in the early autumn. The next meeting is scheduled for 5th July. 
Closed 

Min.500/16 Use of Elcot Lane Playing Fields by MTFC – At the meeting of 30 January 
the possibility of additional football pitches at the Village Green was discussed.  
It was resolved that the Town Clerk follow this  up with the Open Spaces 
Society concerning uses of the Village Green under its designation and bring 
this advice back to the committee.  A response is awaited.  Ongoing 
 

Min. 652/16 Allotment Association – At the meeting of 2 May, it was agreed that the Town 
Clerk look at the disparity in rent charges across the 3 allotment sites. 
Ongoing 

 
Author - Town Clerk – June 2017 
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Grounds Managers Report June 2017 

 

Summary – This report summarises the work of the Grounds Team since the last A&OS meeting 

and makes 2 recommendations for Councillors to consider. 

 

GENERAL 

 

Workshops 

Storage is still an issue at the workshop.  

 

Workload 

We are well into summer maintenance throughout the town and are making good progress. 

A slightly slower start to the grass cutting season as it was quite dry through April but, things are 

growing nicely now - grass and weeds included! 

 

Bedding displays  

Due to the dry weather, we removed the winter bedding plants a couple of weeks earlier than 

originally planned. Summer bedding has been delivered and is being planted out this week 

(5.6.17). 

 

Play 

The repairs to the play surfaces in Salisbury Road Recreation Ground have been completed.  
The play areas and equipment are inspected monthly by staff for health and safety purposes 
and repairs made as necessary. 
  
Wye House Gardens play area is starting to deteriorate and replacements will need to be 

considered.   

 

Machinery 

The new sports line marker has now been purchased and is a considerable improvement to the 

old one with greater use.  It can be used for marking lines on hard surfaces such as carparks with 

a slight extra cost. The Husqvarna p 524 lawnmower lease is being renewed we are awaiting the 

delivery of the new machine. 

 

SITE SPECIFIC 

 

Salisbury Road Recreation Ground. The football season has now finished and the pitches have 

stood up well for the season.  However, there is a small amount of repair work to be done on the 

goal mouth areas.  The car park needs the lines repainting as they have almost faded away 

completely.  

 

Recommendation – The Acting Grounds Manager recommends that Members agree  white line 

marking in Town Council owned car parks should be undertaken (Recreation Ground, Town 

Council offices and (after 12th June), Marlborough Youth and Community Centre) 
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St Mary’s Church 

The shrubbery on the bed at High Walls, opposite Pino’s restaurant has been pruned back and 

some formative pruning was necessary on some of the larger shrubs to promote more vigorous 

growth at a lower level 

 

The Green  

Grass cutting is scheduled once a fortnight with the strimming of hedges and the Lime trees will 

undergo some remedial pruning as and when required.  The path that runs between the main 

path near the traffic lights on the Green to Silverless Street will be resurfaced in June. 

  

War Memorials 

Nothing to report 

 

The Cemetery 

The moles were controlled in the cemetery as they had become a major issue, C and D sections 

were badly affected and moles were spreading throughout. A pest control company was 

contracted to carry out a treatment and this was successful for a couple of months but, I have 

noticed a few fresh mole hills in the last couple of weeks 

 

Grass cutting and strimming are scheduled on a fortnightly cycle. The graves in A, B, D and G 

sections that were topped up with soil and reseeded have recovered well.  H section seems to 

create frequent problems with the ground settlement and I believe this to be an effect of the sites 

former use as a tip. We will continue to top up the graves as we see them. 

 

Recommendation – The Acting Grounds Manager recommends that regular inspections are 

carried out to monitor the activity with a possible second course of treatment if required and it be 

delegated to the Grounds Manager and Town Clerk to make that decision. 

 

Old Cemetery  

The control of the nettles has started and this will be treated a couple of times throughout the 

summer.  The bees are back in the same location that they were in 2016. 

 

The Priory 

Summer maintenance is well underway with fortnightly scheduled routes for mowing and 

strimming.  A memorial tree has been planted.  

 

Coopers Meadow 

The sheep have returned to the meadow. 

 

The Common 

A new bin has been installed on the Golf Club side of The Common. 

 

Manton - Jubilee field 

The fence around the play area has been replaced.  Grass cutting and strimming is on a 

fortnightly schedule  
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Control of nettles near the new footbridge is ongoing and will need a couple more treatments 

through the summer.  

 

Wye House Gardens 

A new memorial bench has been installed in the gardens. 

 

Stonebridge Meadow 

Sheep and cattle are in the meadow.  The bees have also returned.  As requested, warning signs 

have been placed on entrances to the parts of the meadow where the bees are.  



ITEM 7 

Fence at Marlborough Town Football Club  

Summary – This report follows up a request from Councillors at the A&OS meeting of 2 May 

and asks them to consider likely costs for the installation of a fence between Marlborough 

Town Football Club and the Elcot Lane Playing Fields (Village Green). 

 

 

1. Background 

 

 

Representatives of the Marlborough Town 

Football Club Committee (MTFC) have 

requested that the Town Council considers 

the replacement of the fence between the 

Elcot Lane Playing Fields and the MTFC 

ground.  This has been identified as an 

H&S issue as people can run into it and 

risk injury.  Ideally, the Club would like this 

to be replaced with a chain link fence (as is 

the fence around the Elcot Lane Allotment 

site).   

 

 

 

It was also been suggested that a gate is added where 

there is a gap in the existing fence.  (This is not a public 

right of way.  FP 47 runs a different route.  Neither the 

MTFC Grounds Team nor the Town Council Grounds 

Team use this for access.  However, it is useful for 

young footballers using the junior pitches at the Elcot 

Lane Playing Fields site.  

 

At the A&OS meeting of 2 May the following resolution was made: 

 

RESOLVED: the Town Clerk would carry out further research and alternatives and costs 

would be brought back to a future meeting 

 

A member of the MTFC was present at the meeting to speak on behalf of the Club 

Committee. 

2. Acting Grounds Manager’s Comments 

The Acting Grounds Manager has met with relevant contractors at the site and has the 

following comments: 

 

The boundary fence between Elcot Village Green and the Football Club is currently in a very 

poor condition. The existing fence is144 metres in length made up with concrete posts with 
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wire strained between them. Some of the posts are damaged and have fallen over and some 

of the wire is missing and what remains is loose and unsightly. 

There are a four conifer trees along the boundary that are planted on the Football Club side 

of the fence and these will need to be cut /trimmed before the work can proceed. 

 

3. Financial Implications 

As requested, the Grounds Manager has sought initial costings for the fencing. This would 

be:  

To remove old fence line and replace with  

Option 1 - 144 Metres of Chainlink Fencing 1.2m high circa £6,300 

Option 2 - 144 Metres of Chainlink fencing 1.8m high £6,900 (MTFC preferred option to keep 

ball in, reduce risk of dog fouling on pitch - health and safety reasons) 

Option 3 - 144 metres of post and three rails 1.2 m high £3,800 
 

This would be a charge to the A&OS Projects budget line.  

 

4. Boundary Issues 

As discussed at the last meeting, ownership of the fence is not clear and old documents 

(e.g. the deeds relating to the swap of land at Van Diemens) do not clarify this either.  

Members may consider that as the boundary is marked on the old plan (to be shown on the 

screen) then this fence marks that boundary.  

 

5. Elcot Lane Playing Fields Committee 

A representative of the committee has commented that a fence of no more than 1 metre high 

would be appropriate with ideally some planting of small trees or hedging to improve the 

appearance.   The Town Clerk will update members with further comments about the 

proposed gate at the meeting.   

 

Town Clerk/Grounds Manager’s Recommendation 

The Town Clerk recommends that Members consider how to take the request from the 

Football Club forward and also consider the Acting Grounds Manager’s recommendation 

that Members choose Option 3 above as this would be the most aesthetically pleasing fence 

and more in keeping with the rural environment. 

 

Town Clerk 

 

June 2017  

 

 

 

 

 

  



ITEM 8 
 

 

 

Mowing of Banks along the A346 entrance to Marlborough (Swindon Banks) 

Summary – This report asks Members to consider the future mowing and maintenance of the 

Swindon Banks (edge of The Common) and options and initial costings for possible solutions. 

 

1. Background 

Swindon Road bank has a slope greater than 30°. Current health and safety guidance states 

that any use of grass cutting machinery on slopes should not exceed the maximum slope 

stated for that machine. 

This maximum slope is clearly stated on each 

machine by law. Currently the maximum slope 

permitted by any Marlborough Town Council 

machine is 15°. This has been confirmed by 

the Town Council’s Health and Safety 

Advisors, Ellis Whittam. This limits the possible 

options for continued quality maintenance of 

the areas. 

 

 

In the past, this area has been managed (and cut) by the Grounds Manager.   

We risk serious employee sickness absence for employees following any industrial injuries 

gained from falling, twisting and slipping on Swindon Road bank while attempting to cut the 

grass.  There are also associated liability issues around this.  The former Grounds Manager 

would only undertake grass cutting when he felt it sufficiently safe to do so. This lead to erratic 

maintenance and some debate about the merits of maintenance and the safety of staff. 

There are options, however, that may bring the bank into good maintenance and ensure the 

safety of the Grounds Team. 

Options 

1. Cut regularly, with tractor and side arm flail. (Video available at meeting.) This would 

require the purchase or hire of the side arm flail equipment. 

2. Purchase dedicated bank mower, approved for use on banks greater than 30°. This 

mower could be used at other sites with benefit to other open spaces and parks. 

3. Marlborough College to cut the bank using their bank mower. (The College would need 

to be approached for a quote) 

4. Carry on using current mower, take risks already identified by the HSE as excessive 

5. Strim bank, risking further serious injury to staff or damage to vehicles nearby 

6. Cease all maintenance of Swindon Road Bank. 

 

 

2. Financial Implications 

In recent years, the Town Council has leased vehicles and equipment rather than purchase 

them.   The leasing costs of the 2 pieces of equipment – tractor and hedgecutter/flail arm and 
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the bank mower are at Appendix 1.  (Costs of a replacement tractor are included as there is 

an identified need for one.  A line of £7,000 has already been included in the 2017/18 budget 

for this.)  The Town Clerk is talking to the College about the possibility of contracting this work 

out to its Grounds Team (option 3).  The cost of options 5 and 6 are difficult to quantify but 

could result in injury and negligence claims.  Councillors may not feel comfortable about a no 

maintenance approach (as set out at option 6) at an important entrance to the town. 

 

Grounds Manager’s Recommendation 

The Acting Grounds Manager recommends that Members consider the options above and 

 

i) state a preference for the standard of maintenance that they would like to see at 

Swindon Road bank as this will guide the choice of cutting method and machinery 

requirements: 

 

o If a higher standard of maintenance is required, the Acting Grounds Manager 

recommends the purchase of the side arm flail equipment 

 

o If a reasonable standard is required the Acting Grounds Manager recommends 

the purchase of the safety approved banks mower. But this machine is 

restricted to use on Swindon Road bank and not really usable at any other 

Town Council location. 

 

The Acting Grounds Manager recommends that the current inadequate and sometimes unsafe 

methods are disregarded and an alternative, safe and efficient method agreed.  A flail arm 

would be best as this can have several different uses from road side verges/Swindon Road 

bank, the bank in Salisbury Road Recreation Ground in the summer and some of the hedges 

that are cut in the winter months.  Furthermore, this machine could also be used on other 

Wiltshire Council areas such as the banks on Orchard Road should they be transferred over to 

the Town Council.   

 

 

Acting Grounds Manager 

 

June 2017  
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Opening of Path at River Og 

Summary – This report asks Members to consider an official opening of the path running 

alongside land at Tin Pit owned by the Town Council and down to the River Og. 

 

1. Background 

 

During the last Council, Action for the River 

Kennet (ARK) undertook project work to 

help restore a chalk stream habitat on the 

River Og.  This restoration work was to 

increase fish spawning and the nursery 

habitats of wild brown trout.  It also involved 

improvements to allow public access to the 

river.  A fence was erected at the river bank 

and along the boundary edge of the 

adjacent field with a permissive path for the 

public.   

 

This work was completed between ARK and the Town Council’s Grounds Team.   The path 

is maintained by the Town Council. 

 

No formal opening of the path has taken place and with a new Council in place, this may be 

a good opportunity for this.  The Town Clerk is liaising with ARK Director about it too.  The 

opening itself could be undertaken by the Mayor and a representative of ARK over the 

summer months. 

 

Town Clerk’s Recommendation 

The Town Clerk recommends that Members agree that the path leading to the River Og at 

Tin Pit be formally opened. 

 

Town Clerk 

June 2017 
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Dog Fouling Poster Campaign 

Summary – This reports asks Members to consider a request by a local veterinary surgery 

to initiate a sticker and poster campaign to help improve dog fouling problems in our public 

open spaces. 

 

1. Background 

A representative from a local veterinary surgery has asked if the Town Council would be 

interested in a sponsorship opportunity for a poster/sticker campaign in Town Council open 

spaces.  Stickers and posters would be put up and affixed to litter and dog poo bins, 

encouraging owners to pick up after their dogs. 

 

This would be an educational campaign with the Town Council giving input to the design and 

the sponsor paying for the campaign material.  It is assumed that our Grounds Team would 

be responsible for putting the material up on bins, notice boards, etc. in our open spaces.  

Both the Town Council’s crest and the surgery’s logo would appear on the campaign 

material.  (Examples will be shown on the screen at the meeting.) 

 

The same surgery has worked with other local councils on the same campaign – Hayden 

Wick Parish Council, Stratton St Margaret Parish Council and Swindon Borough Council.  

The Town Clerk has spoken to officers at these councils and the feedback was that it had 

been a good one-off educative campaign.  A small charge was made for the posters/stickers 

to be placed on council property but the profit from this was low and more was gained by the 

campaign impact. There was debate in all cases about the design of the material and 

agreements were drawn up for the sponsorship arrangement. 

 

Members may like to be aware that there are at least 3 vets’ surgeries in Marlborough. 

 

2. Point to Note 

 Dog fouling is an important local issue in Marlborough and discussed at a number 

of A&OS meetings 

 Dog poo (in bags) can be put into ordinary litter bins for collection.  It does not 

have to be disposed of in a dog poo bin 

 There is legislation in place for councils to fine offenders. There’s an on-the-spot 
fine if you don’t clean up after your dog. The amount varies from council to 
council. It’s often £50 and can be as much as £80 and it can lead to a court 
appearance and fine of up to £1,000 

 

3. Financial Implications  

This would be a no cost, low cost project for the council and costs would be met by the 

surgery.  The income from this project is unlikely to be high. 

 

Town Clerk’s Recommendation 

The Town Clerk recommends that Members considers this request from the local vets 

surgery. 

 

Town Clerk 

 

June 2016 
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Requests for Use of Open Spaces 

Summary – This report asks Members to consider a new request for use of open spaces in 
the Town Council’s responsibility and asks them to note regular usage. 

 

1. Background 

This report asks Members to consider two requests for use of open space: 

 

i) A request from Prospect Hospice for use of The Common for overflow parking for 

its Christmas Fair on Saturday, 25th November in the Town Hall.  The charge for 

this will be the standard rate of £11.50.  Prospect will be arranging for marshals 

for traffic management and guiding visitors down Kingsbury St to the venue. We 

will ask for copies of relevant risk assessments, public liability insurance and a 

returnable bond in the usual way.  

 

2. The Common 

The Rugby Club’s Summer Ball will take place on Saturday, 10 June.  Each year it hires a 

marquee to adjoin the Clubhouse.  This was erected on Thursday, 1 June and will be taken 

down on Monday, 12 June.  (This long lead in is due to the booking arrangements of the 

local marquee company).  It will only be used on 10 June for the Ball itself.  In previous years 

there has been concern about the blocking of the footpath in front of the Club.  This will only 

be blocked from the evening of 9th June to the morning of 11th June.  Otherwise, the sides of 

the walkway part of the marquee will be left open to allow pedestrians to pass through.  

When the event is taking pace, notices will be placed signposting pedestrians to the 

diversion route.  This Ball raises money for charities and local good causes.  This year one 

of these will be the Old Victorian Cemetery. 

 

3. Elcot Lane Playing Fields (Village Green) 

The Marlborough Branch of the Air Training Corp has asked to use the Village Green for 

training activities over the coming weeks.   

 

4. Point to Note 

The Elcot Lane Playing Fields Committee has asked that Town Councillors make clear to 

those hiring the Village Green that its use or any part of it, by a fitness club - or any other 

group or individual - should not be exclusive and cannot interfere with the general use of the 

Green by other users. It is for non-exclusive use only which is consistent with the status of 

the Village Green as a recreational facility available for all.  

 

Town Clerk’s Recommendations 

The Town Clerk recommends that Members note the contents of this report and consider the 

request for use of The Common for car parking by Prospect Hospice in November. 

 

Town Clerk 

April 2017 
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