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Marlborough Town Council 

Planning Committee 
Minutes of a meeting of the Planning Committee held Monday, 14 March 2022 

in the Court Room, Marlborough Town Hall at 7pm 
 
PRESENT Councillor Nicholas Fogg Chairman 
 Councillor Mark Cooper Town Mayor (ex officio) 
 Councillor Andrew Ross 
 Councillor Guy Loosmore 
 Councillor Noel Barrett-Morton 
 Councillor Donald Heath 
 Councillor Jo Waltham 
 Councillor Kymee Cleasby 
 Councillor Jane Davies 
 Councillor James Sheppard 
 Councillor Mark Luson 
ALSO 
PRESENT Richard Spencer-Williams Town Clerk 
 Dawn Whitehall Administrator 
 Sue Round Marlborough.News 
 Plus 2 members of the public 

 
PUBLIC QUESTION TIME 
Malcolm Exeter asked for an update about the status of his request to address safety 
issues for pedestrians at Poulton Hill, whether there were any additional actions 
needed to enable the requested works could be carried out, and the likely timescales.  
Councillor Sheppard had discussed with the Wiltshire Council Highways Officer: the 
possibility of extending the 30mph limit area was being considered, it was unlikely 
that the width of the road could be altered.  Councillor Sheppard agreed to check the 
latest Community Area Transport Group minutes and provide more information. 
 
Alan Woodford submitted a question via the Town Clerk: “Would the Town Council 
please object to Planning Application PL/2022/01618 on the grounds that this 
development of The Common for the exclusive use of a narrow section of the 
community at the expense of the much wider public: (1) constitutes over-
development, coming on top of the existing two pitches, barriers , advertising 
hoardings, and the amount of the Common given over to the Golf Club already, (2) 
fulfils no identifiable need with two pitches already available to the Rugby Club as 
training areas, (3) further reduces the green space available to the general public (4) 
is an inappropriate use of green infrastructure as described in Core Policy 52 (5) will 
further reduce the biodiversity of the common (6) includes no biodiversity survey (7) 
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shows hedge planting in the Training Area Plan key but mentions them nowhere else 
(8) shows no evidence of consideration of the impact of the development on the 
adjacent trees (9) further damages the intrinsic nature of the Common".   
The Chairman felt it was a great shame that Mr Woodford was unable to attend the 
meeting.  In answer to Mr Woodford’s question, a working party had been created 
which had examined all the issues very carefully, including: 

• commissioning a biodiversity survey – the report was available on request and 
from the Town Council’s website 

• balancing the needs of all users 
• recommending the best location  

A compromise proposal had been recommended and accepted by the Town Council.  
The planning application would be considered later in this meeting.  The Chairman 
asked that Mr Woodford be advised that he had the right to comment to the 
Planning Inspectorate for the DEFRA application, and to Wiltshire Council for the 
planning application, where it could be requested to be considered at the Eastern 
Area Planning Committee. 

 
421/21 APOLOGIES 

Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Farrell, Hall, Allen and 
Thomas. 

 
422/21 DECLARATIONS 

Councillor Fogg – agenda item 7(c) – application for work to trees at Farrar Drive – 
non-pecuniary interest. 

 
423/21 CHAIRMAN’S ANNOUNCEMENTS 

The Planning Committee meeting scheduled for 21 February had been inquorate.  
Some Members had not attended, but without letting anyone know that they would 
not attend.  The Chairman asked Members to let the Town Clerk know as soon as 
possible if they would be unable to attend meetings. 

 
424/21 MINUTES 

RESOLVED: that the minutes of the meetings held 7 and 21 February 2022 were 
approved as true records and signed by the Chairman 

 
425/21 ACTION LOG 

The action log was noted, and verbal updates provided: 
#6 - No Through Road sign for Manton Hollow: reviewed at CATG and approved: 
Wiltshire Council to purchase the sign, with the Town Council contributing 25% of the 
cost. 
 
#7 - Manton 5-point traffic calming scheme: a small project group is to be formed 
(including Councillors Sheppard and Hall, Town Clerk, Wiltshire Council Highways 
Engineer, Residents Association representatives) to review and propose whether 
some elements could be actioned via CATG while others would constitute a 
substantive project. 
#69 - request for second grit bin at Ducks Meadow: the request had been reviewed 
and Wiltshire Council found the existing bin was still viable, suggesting that The Town 
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Council could provide a second bin at its own cost if desired.  Councillor Sheppard 
asked whether a plan of the area, with preferred siting, could be provided to help his 
discussions. 

 
426/21 PLANNING DECISION NOTICES 
 Members noted the Planning Decisions that had been issued by Wiltshire Council. 
 
427/21 PLANNING APPLICATIONS 

a) PL/2022/01618 – Training area for Marlborough Town Rugby Football Club at 
Frees Avenue, Marlborough for Mr Mark Thomas 
RESOLVED: Marlborough Town Council supports this application subject to the 
necessary planning approvals from Wiltshire Council, and the DEFRA Planning 
Inspectorate in Bristol (an application to the Planning Inspectorate is also 
concurrently submitted under s38 of the commons Act 2006) and also subject to 
the implementation of the biodiversity works as outlined in the Sundew Ecology 
Report.  It should be highlighted that the planning submission to Wiltshire Council 
does not note that there are trees and hedges nearby to the proposed site, and 
Marlborough Town Council would want to clarify that in their view this is the case 
as both trees and hedgerows are integral features of the Common as a whole, and 
that this contextual information should be brought to the attention of the 
planning authority when considering the application. 
 

b) PL/2021/11722 – Infill rear extension and conservatory at 27A The Old Brew 
House, Kingsbury Street, Marlborough for Mrs Maddy Cole 
RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council has no objection to this application 
with the comment that neighbours’ concerns about overlooking, in particular the 
impact of light spill, be taken into account by the Planning Officer 
 

c) PL/2022/01188 – Detached garden room at 46 Jennings Road, Marlborough for 
Mr Samuel Wigan 
RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council has no objection to this application 
 

d) PL/2022/01371 – Single storey rear extension at 1 Jennings Road, Marlborough 
for Mrs Jane Fernandez Lopez 
RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council has no objection to this application 
 

e) PL/2022/01355 – Partial conversion of garage to home office at Marlow Cottage, 
Elcot Lane, Marlborough for Miss Rachel Corcoran 
RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council has no objection to this application 
 

f) PL/2022/01373 – Two storey side and rear extension incorporating ancillary 
accommodation at 20 St Margarets Mead, Marlborough for Mr Antony Mabbutt 
RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council has no objection to this application 
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428/21 WORK TO TREES 
a) PL/2022/01156 – T1 – Silver Birch – 2m reduction.  T2 – Ash – crown lift to 5m.  

T3 – Willow – crown lift to 5m.  T4 – Hornbeam – 2m reduction.  T5 – Hawthorn – 
remove due to root plate causing damage to building.  T6 – Willow – fell due to 
excessive stem decay.  T7 – Poplar – fell due to being windblown.  G1 – Leylandii – 
recue by 5-6m in height at Peacock Cottage, Preshute Lane, Manton for Dan 
Butler 
RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council has no objection to this application 
 

b) PL/2022/01666 – Removal of Lawson Cypress which is starting to ‘peel’.  Planning 
to plant 5-6 fruit trees and 3 medium trees (Rowan, Liquidamber, Acer) at 9 River 
Park, Marlborough for Mrs Heather Rees 
RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council has no objection to this application 
 

Councillor Ross took the chair for the following item.  Councillor Fogg did not vote. 
c) PL/2022/01955 – 5 x Ash trees and 1 x Sycamore tree – fell at 6 Farrar Drive, 

Marlborough for Mr Andrew Brown 
RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council has no objection to this application 

 Councillor Fogg resumed the chair. 
 
429/21 SECTION 116 APPLICATION 

RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council has no objection to the stopping up of a 
small section of the highway at the former Queens Head, St Martins, on the grounds 
that it is no longer of public use 

 
430/21 LICENCE APPLICATION 

RESOLVED: that Marlborough Town Council has no objection to the application for an 
alcohol and music licence for Springs of Marlborough, 8 Hughenden Yard, 
Marlborough 

 
431/21 COMMUNITY AREA TRANSPORT GROUP 

Members considered five highways improvements requests, and whether to support 
submission to CATG: 

 
RESOLVED: (i) to submit a highways improvement request seeking handrails at Cherry 
Orchard for consideration at CATG 
 
RESOLVED: (ii) to submit a highways improvement request seeking a pedestrian 
survey at A346/The Common for consideration at CATG 
 
RESOLVED: (iii) to submit a highways improvement request seeking a High Street 
Crossing for consideration at CATG 

 
RESOLVED: (iv) not to submit a request seeking improved signage at Elcot Nurseries 
to CATG but to ask the applicant to ask their Wiltshire Councillor (Councillor Caroline 
Thomas) to pursue on their behalf 
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RESOLVED: (v) to submit a highways improvement request seeking safety measures 
at Frees Avenue for consideration at CATG 

 
432/21 SPEED LIMIT SURVEY – FREES AVENUE 

Members noted the results of a speed limit survey conducted at Frees Avenue during 
February 2022. 

 
433/21 SPEED INDICATOR DEVICE DATA REPORT 

Members noted the data downloaded from the Speed Indicator Device between 
10 December 2021 and 4 February 2022. 

 
434/21 PRESHUTE NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

Members noted the pre-submission Neighbourhood Plan for Preshute Parish.  There 
were no comments on the content. 

 
435/21 MARLBOROUGH AREA NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 

The plan was still being considered by an independent examiner.  Members asked for 
written reports in future so that progress of this important work would be 
documented. 
 
RESOLVED: to include written reports summarising status with future agendas 

 
436/21 TEMPORARY ROAD CLOSURES 

Members noted that Wiltshire Council had issued an order (TTRO 7937) to close 
temporarily to all traffic A346 (part), Burbage and Savernake, from its junction with 
Ram Alley to its junction with C199 between 28 March and 2 April to enable Network 
Rail to carry out works to a brickwork pilaster. 

 
437/21 EXCLUSION OF PRESS AND PUBLIC 

RESOLVED: that under the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960, the public 
and representatives of the press and broadcast media be excluded from the meeting 
during the consideration of the following item of business as publicity would be 
prejudicial to the public interest because of the confidential or commercial nature of 
the business to be transacted 
Members of the press and public left the meeting 

 
438/21 SPEED INDICATOR DEVICES (SID) 

Members considered the purchase of a second SID.  Members requested more details 
on the options and features available in each to aid them in making a final decision. 
RESOLVED: to defer a decision to a future meeting 

 
The meeting closed at 8.04 pm 

 
 
 
Signed: ……………………………………………………………………….. Date: ……………………………………… 
 Chairman 


