
ITEM 5 
 

 

Receipt of Petition  

Summary – In line with the Town Council’s Petitions Policy, this report asks Members to consider a 

response to a petition objecting to a proposal for an access into Stonebridge Meadow from Stonebridge 

Close. 

 

1. Background 

The Town Council has received a petition objecting to a proposal for an access into Stonebridge 

Meadow from Stonebridge Close.  The petition organiser, Mrs Doreen Davis, has followed the process 

as requested in the Council’s Petitions Policy.    

 

The petition was originally handed in at Full Council on 20 January 2020 and has been referred to the 

Amenities & Open Spaces Committee.  Mrs Davis will be given the opportunity to again present her 

petition at this meeting. 

 

The Town Council’s Petition Policy is at Appendix 1 

A statement about the petition is at Appendix 2 

Members should be aware that there are 29 signatures, but that the consultation on which proposals are 
made for an access was directed to only the 33 homes in Stonebridge Close.   
 
The leaflet consulting residents about the proposed access is at Appendix 3  
 
  
2. Process 
In line with the Council’s policy, the petition organiser will present the case and it will be discussed by 
Councillors as part of the agenda who will decide how to respond.  The organiser of the petition will be 
given written confirmation of that outcome.  
 
 
Town Clerk’s Recommendation 
The Town Clerk recommends that, in line with the Council’s Petitions Policy, Members receive the 
petition objecting to a proposal for an access into Stonebridge Meadow from Stonebridge Close and that 
it is debated at Item 6 on the agenda dealing with various issues about Stonebridge Meadow.  
 
 
Town Clerk 
 
29 January 2020  
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ITEM 6 
 

Stonebridge Meadow 

 

1. Access into Stonebridge Meadow from Stonebridge Close 

Consultation - This was led by the Town Council and Action for the River Kennet (ARK) and 

administered by the Assistant Town Clerk.  It ran during December 2019 and finished on 20 

January 2020.   (A leaflet is at Item 5 Appendix 3). 

 

Consultation responses are at Appendix 1.  (There were 13 written responses and of these 

there was no appetite for the proposal and they overwhelmingly raised objections to an 

access into Stonebridge Meadow from Stonebridge Close.)   

 

A petition has been presented to the Council reiterating objections (see Item 5 Appendix 2)  
 
Representations, again raising objections, were made at the public meeting about 
Stonebridge Meadow’s Management Plan on 22 January 2020 in the Town Hall. 
 

It is now for Members to consider how the findings of the consultation and the petition should 
be taken forward with regards to the proposal for an access.  As the land is owned jointly 
with ARK further discussion may be required within the Stonebridge Meadow Management 
Committee (SMC).  

Background to Ownership – Stonebridge Meadow was brought by the Council in partnership 
with ARK in 2011.  At the same time, the strip of land between Stonebridge Close and 
Stonebridge Meadow (the potential access) was purchased and these are registered under 
HM Land Registry titles WT247044 and WT269681 respectively.  The title documents are at 
Appendix 2.    

Adoption of Road - The roadway in Stonebridge Close is adopted by the Highway authority. 

Local searches undertaken at the time of purchase showed that the whole of the road up to 

the potential access is publicly adopted.  There is, therefore, no additional ransom strip. 

Previous Access – This is difficult to ascertain (and local knowledge indicates it has never 

been used as an access point).  However, the sales details (issued in 2010 prior to auction) 

state: A vehicular access is available at the end of Stonebridge Close.  

POINTS TO NOTE 

• In 2011, the meadow was bought with the additional strip of land with the intention of 

opening it up as an access, but this was not followed up and the owners, the Town 

Council and ARK, still have no formal access into the meadow  

 

• It is not yet clear if planning permission will be needed for the type of access that is 

proposed (a locked gate for access for ARK and the Town Council)  

 

Summary – This report asks Members to: 

i) Consider the outcome of the recent public consultation around an access into 

Stonebridge Meadow from Stonebridge Close and how this issue should be 

taken forward taking into account the presentation of a petition raising 

objections to it 

ii) Consider input into the annual review of the Stonebridge Meadow 

Management Plan 

iii) Note the minutes of the Stonebridge Meadow Committee meeting of 11 

December 2019 
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• No project costs have yet been researched 

 

• Special permission has been granted to ARK and the Town Council to go over 

Football Club land for access to the meadow – it is not clear if this arrangement could 

be formalised and simplified to enable access to ARK/Town Council at all times 

without requesting permission.  This needs an approach to the Club 

 

Members are asked to consider how to take the is proposal forward (the desire to 

follow through on the original intention of creating an access between Stonebridge 

Close and Stonebridge Meadow) in light of responses to local consultation and the 

presentation of a petition objecting to it. 

 

2. Annual Review of the Stonebridge Meadow Management Plan 

A public meeting about progress of the Management Plan took place on 22 January 2020.  

This was primarily to look at progress in the meadow over the last year and any changes 

needed to the plan itself moving forward into 2020.  A presentation was given by the Project 

Officer highlighting achievements over the previous year and a Q&A session took place led 

by ARK’s Director.  The Management Plan 2019 is at Appendix 3 

 

Notes from the public meeting are at Appendix 4 

 

Members are asked to consider any amendments or input to the Management Plan as 

part of the annual review before it is adopted for 2020 

 

 

3. Stonebridge Meadow Management Committee 

The minutes of the meeting that took place on 11 December 2019 are at Appendix 5.  

 

Members are asked to note these minutes. 

 

Financial Implications 

No costings have yet been researched for the proposal to open the access from Stonebridge 

Close into the meadow.  The balance of the Town Council’s budget for Stonebridge is £970 

for 2019/20.  The budget being set aside for 2020/21 is again £1,000. 

 

Town Clerk’s Recommendations 

The Town Clerk recommends that Members: 

i) Consider how to take the proposal to follow through on the original intention of 

creating an access between Stonebridge Close and Stonebridge Meadow in light 

of responses to local consultation and the presentation of a petition objecting to it 

ii) Consider if any amendments need to be made to the Stonebridge Management 

Plan ahead of re-adoption for 2020 

iii) Note the minutes of the Stonebridge Management Committee of 11 December 

2019. 

 

Town Clerk 

 

30 January 2020 



                                        ITEM 7 

 
TOWN CLERK’S REPORT  

AMENITIES & OPEN SPACES – MONDAY, 3 FEBRUARY 2020 
 
 

SUMMARY 
This is a report of follow-up to decisions made at the A&OS Committee. It is a Standing Item on 
agendas to update Members.  Once follow-up is completed, items are marked as closed.  
Ongoing items will be brought back to Committee when a new decision is required or when a 
fuller update is needed.   

 

Min. 673/18 Dog Fouling –The Assistant Town Clerk has been liaising with Wiltshire 
Council’s Dog Control & Animal Welfare Officer on dog fouling issues in the 
town.  He was invited along to the A&OS meeting of 2 September but was, 
unfortunately, unable to attend.  The Assistant Town Clerk is looking at 
alternative dates. Ongoing  

Min.117/19 Interpretation Boards - Further to the recommendation made on 1 July, the 
Assistant Town Clerk has approached 3 companies regarding the re-vamp of 
the interpretation board in the High Street. Quotations for a 3D illustrative re-
design of the map of the High Street, similar to town maps created in other 
Wiltshire towns, have been requested.  It is hoped that the design could then 
be used in other ways; a printed map for tourists, in digital format, and 
potentially on merchandise etc.  Costs are currently being obtained.  There is 
cross over here too with the Council’s Tourism initiative.  Ongoing 

Min121/19 Offer of WW1 Memorial Benches – On 1 July, Members resolved to accept 
the generous offer from the Royal British Legion (RBL) of 2 WW1 benches for 
the 7th Wilts War Memorial and at Bert’s Corner. Cllrs. also agreed to buy a 
third bench for these areas.  A decision on bench style is still awaited from 
RBL. Ongoing 
 

Min.213/19 Priory Gardens CCTV – At the FTC meeting on 20 January (Min.429/19), 
Councillors rescinded previous decisions about the installation of CCTV 
cameras in Priory Gardens. This project will not now go ahead. Closed 
 

Min. 218.19  Memorial Bench – At the meeting on 2 September, it was resolved that the 
request for a Memorial Bench at the Recreation Ground was approved.  The 
Assistant Town Clerk and the Grounds Manager have meet with those 
organising the commemorative bench and have agreed an alternative design. 
Delivery is now awaited. Ongoing  
 

 
Town Clerk – 29 January 2020 



ITEM 8 
 

1 

 

Marlborough Town Council 
 

Grounds Managers Report - February 2020 

General 
 

 

Workload 

Yet another year has been and gone, but typically no two years are the same. This time, last year, I was 

reporting on the dry winter and this year is the total opposite!  As the ground being extremely wet, this 

has created some challenges and a slightly different approach to our maintenance routine.  

We are well into winter maintenance throughout the town and are making good progress. 

In previous years, we would have finished the hedge cutting round and be concentrating on benches and 

other such winter work.  This year, due to the ground being so wet, we have delayed the hedge cutting 

until the ground dries out a little giving the team a chance to do some well needed fence repairs around 

Wye House Gardens. 

 

Bedding displays  

 The winter bedding has taken well.  

 

Play 

Due to the wet weather, the play areas aren’t being used as much as normal.   

The equipment inspections are recorded monthly. 
The play area at Coopers Meadow is very well used and the new surface has made a huge difference 
with no standing water and mud to contend with.  
The wooded play equipment in Wye House was intensively sanded again last summer with the 
boards being treated with a water sealant to try and prevent the moisture penetrating the boards 
from slowly delaminating.  This is being monitored.  
We are continuing to over mark the football pitches weekly. 
Some of the pitches are showing signs of wear.  This is mainly due to the numbers of games that are 
played on the over the weekends and the condition of the pitches is being monitored   
 

Machinery: 

The servicing of our smaller equipment will be done by our Grounds Team again this year.  

Servicing of small equipment such as hedge cutters /strimmers /blowers and pedestrian mowers will be 

serviced within the next month and will be carried out by members of the Town Councils’ Grounds Team 

to reduce servicing cost. 

The larger ride on mowers will go to our local serving companies. 

 

 

Site Specific 
 

Salisbury Road Recreation Ground  

The Rec is well used in all areas. 

There have been a few times that we have found that the litter bins along the top path pushed down the 

bank on to the football pitches or laid across the path. This this hasn’t caused any damage to the bins. 
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St Mary’s Church 

We are making good progress our winter maintenance in Saint Mary’s Church Yard.  

Some of the shrubs in the borders will require formative pruning in the early spring  and we will cut out 

any plants that may get slightly damaged by the frost.   

 

 

The Green   

The cleaning of the benches will commence in the next couple of weeks   

 

 

War Memorials 

Winter maintenance has been completed.  

The roses have suffered over the last couple of summers mainly due to the dry conditions.  

One of our suppliers has been approached for replacement roses that will be planted in the spring.  

 

The Cemetery 

The hedges in the newer part of the cemetery have been cut and cleared away.  

We have also widened the pedestrian entrance into the cemetery.  

 

Old Cemetery  

The cutting of the yew hedge at the front of the cemetery has been delayed due to wet ground 

conditions. This will be done before the beginning of March.  

 

 

The Priory Gardens 

Priory Gardens are still being well used and winter maintenance is going well. 

  

 

Coopers Meadow 

This area is very well used and the new play equipment is very popular.  The picnic benches are well used. 

This area has been really wet so vehicular access is limited. 

The two ash trees with ash dieback have been removed by a tree surgeon.  

ARK’s volunteers have been working along the Leat and riverbank.  They have left a few piles of debris 

that we will remove once the ground is dry enough for vehicles to enter.  

 

 

The Common 

This area is also very well used. 

The main football pitch is holding up well despite having several games on it over the weekends.  

The two smaller areas on the side of Frees Avenue are holding up better than last year, but still struggling.  

This is due the high number of training sessions that are held over the weekend. 

I will continue to monitor the ground conditions  

The bench close to the swing has been replaced after the old one was vandalised. 
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The course for the parkrun events is holding up well.  This event attracts approximately 150 people every 

Saturday morning.   The organisers have been thoughtful and considerate and have altered the route a 

few times to reduce wear to the ground at key turning points. 

 

 

Manton - Jubilee field 

The hedge has been cut back and reduced in height for ease of maintenance in the future. 

Regular visits to empty the bins and check the riverbanks.  

The new play area is due to be installed later this year.  

 

 

Wye House Gardens 

The winter maintenance has been completed.  

Yet again, we will be lifting and dividing some of the herbaceous plants this year to fill in some more of 

the gaps in the borders. 

We have also carried out some essential work to the fencing and foot bridge at Wye House Gardens  

 

Elcot Rec 

The football pitch is heavily used in this area and is showing signs of wear due to multiple fixtures over 

some weekends.  

Some of the trees that were planted along the side of the allotments have died. I have contacted our local 

nursery for the cost of replacements.  

 

Stonebridge Meadow 

This area is seriously affected by heavy rain. 

This seriously limits what we can do in the meadow especially for vehicular access.  

The bins are checked regularly and emptied when required.  

 

. 



ITEM 9 
 

 
Marlborough Common 
 

Summary – This report asks Members to consider suggestions raised during public question 
time at Full Town Council on 20 January 2020 about the management and future 
maintenance of The Common 

 
1. Background 
At the Full Council meeting on 20 January 2020, the following was raised during Public 
Question Time by Mr Richard Pitts (a former Councillor) 
 

 
 
 

"Dear Mr Mayor and Councillors  
I have to say I was very disappointed in reading minute 351/19 from the Amenities and 
Open Spaces Committee of the 19th of November. The section labelled "Mowing of the 
Common". I don't know who is advising you but, The Common was mown on the 12th of 
December as I understand it. That is not an Autumn Mow. The comment Less impact and 
aids seeds dispersal. – Again, seeds would be long gone and the impact is really open to 
question. 
 
Currently, it seems the council wants to mow the open spaces of the town to within an 
inch of the ground and life. In these days of Climate Emergency, our open spaces; The 
Common, Stonebridge and Coopers Meadow need to be encouraged to increase 
biodiversity and support as wide as possible a range of bees and bugs. Get the insects 
right and environment with flourish from there, nesting birds, mammals etc. 
 
I was, however, heartened by the Resolution of the Minute "the mowing regime on The 
Common should continue as in previous years. 
 
So, my question which is really two: 
 

1) Does that mean the council will go back to the mowing regime put in place when I 
was chair of open spaces?  As Councillor Castle will confirm, I began my working 
career as an environmental biologist and because of that our management plan 
was based on management best practice of the time and a "hay mow" in the late 
summer, post breeding birds was the order of the day. 

and 
 

2) In order to properly inform and take comment from interested members of the 
community, my committee formed a Common User Group. If the community are 
concerned, it is only common sense to listen. Last week I met with Dotti Kilburn 
and a considerable number of concerned Marlborough residents. And, 
subsequently, with a leading expert on Downland management (also a 
Marlborough Resident) who confirmed that my analysis of Minute 351/19 was 
correct. It seems to me you could do with some support from the community and 
experts. I don't recall the Common User Group being formally wound up, so is it 
not time to bring it back?  I am sure there are many who would like to contribute.” 
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Recent Decisions - An extract of the meeting minutes (Min.351/19) of 18 November is as 
follows:   
 

Mowing of The Common 

For several years, areas of The Common have been left uncut to encourage wildlife 

and wildflowers, with an annual mow in the late autumn.  The autumn mow was 

timed for the best period of the year to have less impact on wildlife while helping with 

seed dispersal and promoting an even swathe of grass with reduced large clumps of 

grass and sods of earth.  Following questions from members of the public about this, 

Members considered whether to continue this practice. 

 

RESOLVED: (i) that the mowing regime on The Common should continue as in 

previous years 

 
 
2. Common Users Group (CUG) 
A few years ago, Marlborough Town Council decided to encourage the setting up of a 
Common Users Group (with a Terms of Reference) to encourage input from users. This 
forum made recommendations to the A&OS Committee. It last met in April 2018 to discuss 
Marlborough Common parkrun (now successfully meeting on the Common every Saturday).  
It was agreed (Min. 572/17) that attendance at this should be those groups directly affected 
(Rugby Club, Golf Club, Marlborough Youth Football Club, Marlborough Model Aircraft 
Flying Club and the Tennis Club).    
 
Other user issues are brought direct to the A&OS Committee (e.g. use of pitches, advertising 
boards, events) which has, so far, worked effectively.   
 
Points to Note 

• A large part of The Common is used for sports activities  

• Transition Marlborough is a local group which could regularly and effectively advise 
on environmental issues at The Common  

• Staff administration of a CUG would increase an already stretched workload 

• Members are mindful of their obligations under The Commons Act 1899 and local 
byelaws associated with it  

 
 
Town Clerk’s Recommendation 
The Town Clerk recommends that Members consider the suggestions put forward at the Full 
Town Council meeting of 20 January in terms of maintenance and management of The 
Common 
 
Town Clerk 
 
29 January 2020 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Cooper’s Meadow  ITEM No 10 

Summary Copers Meadow Leat maintenance with advice from the Environment Agency   

1. Background 

The maintenance of Coopers Meadow and the leat over the past years has been a 

joint effort between the Town Council and ARK. 

The maintenance work that is undertaken is as set out in the Coopers Meadow 

Management Plan that was first draw up in 2014-2015  

This details the conservation area and the scope of the maintenance work that is 

carried out within the plan. 

The Management Plan would benefit from updating to allow us to incorporate the 

advice and recommendations from the Environment Agency as to the maintenance of 

the Leat. Copy of Management Plan is at Appendix 1 

The most frequent maintenance tasks are the removal of litter and tree debris from 

the leat. 

As well as grass cutting and maintaining the trees along the river’s edge and the reed 

margins.   

 

            Risk  

Recently some concerns were raised about the risk of flooding to the properties 

surrounding the meadow  

 

On 17 of December 2019 a meeting was arranged to discuss the maintenance of the 

leat with a view into the possible flood risks, present at this meeting were 

representatives from -  

      (ARK) - Anna Forbes 

The Environment Agency - Paul St Pierre    

Marlborough Town Council - Councillor Peter Cairns and Grounds Manager Nigel 

Weatherly. 

 

This was a very good time to have the meeting as the river and leat where almost at 

capacity it was very interesting to know that the leat although it diverts some water 

away from the river doesn’t actually flow back into the river at the same rate as it 

enters the Leat  and this  almost causes the flow to stop where the leat re-joins the 

river. It was also clear to see that the levels between the river and the leat has no fall 

to it which is only visible when the leat is at its capacity. 

Mr St Pierre from the Environment Agency gave some advice on the management of 

the soft vegetation that grows in and along the leat which actually has very little if any 

effect on the flow of water.  

 

 Whilst walking around the leat Councillor Cairns took some notes which I have 

attached below 

   

Report on visit to Cooper's Meadow, 17/12/2019 

Anna Forbes - Action for River Kennet (ARK) 

Paul St Pierre - Environment Agency (EA) 

Nigel Weatherly - Marlborough Town Council, Head Groundsman (MTC) 

Peter Cairns - Marlborough Town Councillor (MTC) 

 



Cooper’s Meadow  ITEM No 10 

Inspected the Cooper's Meadow leat (the encircling flood drainage channel) from Waitrose car park, 

around the picnic area, along to the reed beds & back to the Kennet adjacent to the pedestrian 

bridge. 

The leat entry sluice has a number of trees growing within it. These will need to be removed once the 

weather permits. 

The culvert pipe just before the picnic area is the limiting factor for flow rate into the leat as opposed 

to any vegetation in the bed. No work on weed removal should be done as it would have little 

benefit. 

Downstream of the culvert pipe the water level in the leat covers around 80% of the area of the flap 

valves adjacent to the picnic area. Clearing them of any weed encroachment would be a lot of work 

for little benefit & it was decided they should be left as they are. 

At the bend in the southwest corner a couple of Ash trees are suffering die-back & have been 

designated for removal when access & weather permits. Otherwise the leat flow rate at this point is 

sufficient to keep the vegetation flattened. Any increase in river level will cause a corresponding 

increase in leat flow rate, flattening most vegetation & scouring away any shallow rooted ones. 

Further on, across from Chestnut Drive, the overhang from some of the conifers could do with cutting 

back a bit to let more light in. 

At the reed bed in the eastern corner the water has started to pool, as the flow rate has dropped to a 

trickle, the level of the main river being high enough to back-up the leat. Most of the drainage from 

the leat back into the main river is via the lateral drainage sumps which straddle the meadow. No 

clearance should be undertaken at this point since the reed beds are a water vole hot spot & any 

work would have little impact on the flow rate of the leat. 

In summary, the work which is required is to the vegetation at the leat inlet, the ash die-back & some 

attention to the low level overhanging conifer canopy. 

Update since the meeting  

The two trees that were suffering from Ash dieback have since been felled  

Some of the lower shrub and tree canopies have been raised since this meeting  

The remaining jobs are scheduled to be completed before March allowing for the water 

levels to drop  

Recommendation  

As the Cooper’s Meadow Management Plan has not been update for several years, I 

recommend that Councillors agree to the updating of the plan as soon as possible to include 

what was learned from the visit by the environment agency . 
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Priory Gardens 

Summary – This report asks Members to consider a suggestion about future projects 

involving young people at Priory Gardens as raised during Public Question Time at Full 

Council on 20 January 2020. 

 

1. Background  

At the Full Council meeting on 20 January 2020, the following was raised during Public 

Question Time by Val Compton (a local resident and former Town Councillor).  An extract 

from the Full Council minutes is as follows: 

 

Val Compton – referred to the many members of the community, young and old, who used 

and loved Priory Gardens and asked whether the Town Council would consider ways to 

create areas that would support more biodiversity (bugs, bats, birds) with an updated, less 

formal design.  Students from St John’s Academy used the park regularly – perhaps they 

could be asked to input to the design with the hope that if they felt included in the design, it 

might lessen some of the problems that had been caused there in the past.  The Mayor 

thanked Mrs Compton for the question, which would also be passed to the Amenities & 

Open Spaces Committee. 

 

2. Points to Note 

The Deed of Gift bestowing Priory Gardens to the Town Council and dated 6 July 1971 gives 

stipulations about the removal and replacement of trees and keeping the garden in its 

‘current form for the purpose of public walks or pleasure gardens’.  (This is described 

elsewhere by solicitors as a municipal garden.)  There are no further restrictions other than 

keeping the lawns mown and the beds cultivated and stocked. 

 

Town Clerk’s Recommendation 

The Town Clerk recommends that Members consider the suggestions put forward to work 

with young people to make some changes to support biodiversity in the gardens. 

 

Town Clerk 

29 January 2020 



ITEM 13  
 

Skatepark Lighting  

 
Background 
At a meeting of the Amenities and Open Spaces Committee on 18 November 2019, Members noted 
an update report from the Assistant Town Clerk.  A bat survey had been completed and Members 
were in receipt of the report and recommendations.  It was good news that no further report or 
mitigation was required with relation to bats, and that the project could now move to the next stage. 

 
Members RESOLVED: that the Skatepark Lighting project should move forward with public 
consultation and the submission of a planning application 

 
Current Situation 
Wiltshire Council at planning pre-app stage, confirmed 
that whilst the principle of floodlighting the skate park is 
broadly supportable, key issues in practice will be the 
impact on the character of the area and neighbouring 
amenities in terms of the extended hours of use that the 
lighting would attract.  The Environmental Health Officer 
commented as follows: 
  
“I would like to know what the existing and proposed 
opening hours are and the location of the nearest noise 

sensitive dwellings.  Skate parks can tend to generate noise complaints and affect 
amenity. Therefore, I would expect to see the impact of any planned increases in hours on nearby 
dwellings assessed”. 
 
The Assistant Town Clerk has been in contact with a consultant in noise and vibration, who has 
experience in assessing several skateparks across Wiltshire.  This consultant has been instructed to 
undertake an acoustic survey which will require two site visits; one to conduct the background noise 
survey (at a quiet time) and the second to measure skatepark noise (at a busy time).   
 
As soon as the results of this survey are in, a public consultation exercise will be held at the 
Community & Youth Centre for users of the skatepark and residents to discuss the proposals, giving 
them an opportunity to express their views for consideration prior to the preparation and submission 
of a formal planning application.   
 
Financial Implications 
The acoustic survey will cost £1,170.00 + VAT.  There are sufficient funds in the budget to cover this 
cost.  
 
Recommendation  
 
Members are requested to note the report, await the survey results and date and details of the 
public consultation event, which is hoped will take place in the next couple of months.  
 
Author – Assistant Town Clerk 

28 January 2020 

Summary - To note progress towards the lighting of the Skatepark at the Salisbury Road    
Recreation Ground  



ITEM 14 
 

 

Marlborough in Bloom 2020 
 

 
1. Background 
At a meeting of Full Council held on 9th December 2019, Members noted an update report by the 
Assistant Town Clerk and considered Marlborough’s entry into the national Britain in Bloom 
competition. 
 

Members RESOLVED: that the Town Council will lead on both the 
South West in Bloom and Britain in Bloom competition entries in 
2020, with a review after one year 
 
Current Situation  
Further to this meeting, the Assistant Town Clerk and Grounds 
Manager have met with Richard Beale, who has confirmed that 
there are a small group of volunteers who are keen to keep the 
Marlborough in Bloom (MIB) committee going and he has plans to 
called an extraordinary AGM to formalise this.   Ann Crawley, a 
local resident, previous MIB chair and now also an RHS Judge, is 
keen to take up the mantle once again.   Once the committee is 
properly formed another meeting will be held to discuss the Town 
Council’s proposals for both entries and agree a positive working 

relationship going forward.  
 
The Assistant Town Clerk and Grounds Manager will be attending a seminar for RHS Britain in Bloom 
finalists, in Birmingham in late February, at which there will be an opportunity to meet the team, the 
judges and other finalists, as well as access to some valuable information and advice on how to make 
the most of the town’s entry.   Working group meetings will then reconvene.   
 
Members are requested to consider councillor representation on the Marlborough In Bloom Working 
Group and adopt of the Terms of Reference at Appendix 1.  
 
A press release has been sent announcing the town’s entry into the National RHS Britain in Bloom 
competition. See Appendix 2. 
 
Recommendation  
Members are requested to note the report, agree Town Councillor representation on the Marlborough 
in Bloom Working Group and adopt the Terms of Reference.   
 
Author – Assistant Town Clerk 

29 January 2020 

Summary – To provide an update on this years’ entries into both the South West in Bloom and the 
National Britain in Bloom competitions. 



ITEM 15 
 

The Great British Spring Clean 2020 

 
1. Background  
In 2019 the Town Council got involved in the Great British Spring Clean and coordinated a series of 
litter picking events at various locations across the town.  These events were well supported thanks to 
Councillors, the local Police, residents, ARK volunteers, Lower Sixth students from Marlborough 
College, members of the Youth Council, Marlborough in Bloom volunteers and staff from Rick Stein, all 
of whom helped at one or more of these events.  A total of around 60 volunteers took part. 
 

 
 
2. Current Situation  

That time of year has come around again and this years’ campaign runs from 20 March through until 13 
April.   The Assistant Town Clerk is working with St John’s Academy and Marlborough College to 
arrange mutually convenient days for students to get involved and will be contacting local clubs, groups 
and organisations seeking involvement.  Regular posts will go out on social media, to local press and 
radio giving dates and details of upcoming events which will take place at different times of day and 
across the working week and the weekend to offer maximum opportunities for attendance.  Once dates 
are confirmed, councillors will be informed by email and will be encouraged to sign up.   This years’ 
activities will combine litter picking with the cleaning of street furniture and signage.   

  
 
3. Financial Implications  
The only financial implications relate to officer time, co-
ordinating and attending these events, some of which will 
take place at weekends and/or outside of normal working 
hours. 

 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Recommendation  
Members are requested to note the report and await the dates and details of forthcoming events. 

 
 
 
Assistant Town Clerk 

29 January 2020 

Summary – To provide an update on litter picking events to be co-ordinated as part of the 2020 

Great British Spring Clean initiative. 
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Marlborough Bowls Club 

Summary – This report asks Members to consider requests from Marlborough Bowls Club 

about surfacing at the Bowls Club and banner advertising 

 

1. Background 

The Bowls Club has made 2 requests of the Amenities & Open Spaces Committee.  These 

are: 

i) A request for some re-surfacing of the car park at the Bowls Club, adjacent to the 

Town Council’s workshop which has become worn – Appendix 1 

ii) A request for permission to place banners on the railings of the Recreation 

Ground/Bowling Club – Appendix 2 

 

 

2. Points to Note 

• The Bowls Club is owned by the Town Council.  A lease/license renewal is currently 

being discussed (via the Property Committee) 

 

• The car park was surfaced in 2016 with the permission of the Town Council and was 

funded through S106 monies 

 

• Banners used for promotional purposes may be subject to advertising consent from 

the Local Planning Authority (LPA).  Details of what needs consent and what is 

exempt is at: https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/outdoor-advertisements-

and-signs-a-guide-for-advertisers  (Members will recall Marlborough Rugby Club 

having to obtain advertising consent for its fixtures and advertising boards and also 

having to obtain permission from the Town Council for the display of banners) 

 

3. Financial Implications 

The extent of surfacing needed at the car park is not yet known and has not been costed 

out.   There are no financial implications to the Council for the display of banners. 

 

 

Town Clerk’s Recommendation 

The Town Clerk recommends that Members consider both requests from the Bowls Club 

 

Town Clerk 

 

29 January 2020 

 

 

 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/outdoor-advertisements-and-signs-a-guide-for-advertisers
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/outdoor-advertisements-and-signs-a-guide-for-advertisers

	Item 5. report Receipt of Petition 03.02.2020
	item 5 app 2
	Item 6. Stonebridge Meadow
	Item 7 TownClerk'sReport 03.02.2020
	Item 8. GM Report.Feb.2020 03.02.2020
	Item 9. report Marlborough Common 03.02.2020
	Item 10 report Coopers Meadow - enviromet agency 03.02.2020
	Item 11. report Priory Gardens 03.02.2020
	Item 13. report Skatepark Lighting 03.02.2020
	Item.14. report MIB Update 03.02.2020
	Item 15. GBSC 03.02.2020
	Item 16. report Marlborough Bowls Club 03.02.2020

